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OPFA has moved 

 

Please note our new contact details 

 

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 

Colin Sanders Business Innovation Centre 

Mewburn Road 

Banbury 

Oxfordshire 

OX16 9PA 

 

Telephone: 01295 817662 

Email: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 
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The OPFA advice service is wide 

ranging and varied. No question is 

too silly or too small! Just some of 

the practical ways that we can 

help you include: 

 

 Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 

playgrounds, including facilities 

for toddlers and teenagers 

 A regularly updated series 

of information sheets  covering a 

wide range of topics (see page 

10 for full list) 

 Support and advice on new 

projects such as a new children’s 

play area, pavilion or sports 

ground 

 Advice on skate park and 

wheeled sports facilities 

 Advice on teen facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guidance on standards and 

legislation affecting play and 

sporting facilities 

 Local examples of other 

successful projects, with local 

people to contact 

 Advice and information on a 

wide range of suppliers and 

manufacturers 

 Regular networking and 

training events  

 Identifying funding opportunities 

 Advice on consultations 

 Project management advice 

 What to do if your local playing 

field is threatened with 

redevelopment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Advice on managing a 

charitable playing field 

 Maintenance and inspection 

information  

 

Contact us for help and support on 

01295 817662 or 

oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

How can we help you? 
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Groundsman Support Events - Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Oxfordshire 

Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th November 2015 

 

Groundsmen are often the unsung heroes of recreational cricket, even though they are instrumental in allowing 

games to happen and giving players a great experience to keep them coming back!  

 

 

Our three County Boards wish to create more support for Groundsman across the Thames Valley region in 

partnership with the ECB and Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG) 

  

Support will include presentations and workshops covering; Close season maintenance; Machinery 

maintenance and servicing; Changes to spraying regulations; Soil analysis and aeration.; New product and 

machinery innovations. 

 

 

Come along and see what it is all about.  Have a little breakfast too!  

 

 

Event Details  

Saturday 28th November at Burnham Cricket Club (SL1 8LP) 

or 

Sunday 29th November at Banbury Cricket Club (OX15 4BN) 

Tea/coffee and bacon rolls from 9.30am 

10am start 

- 

Introduction from 3 County Boards 

- 

CPD Session from the IOG  

‘Close Season Maintenance’ 

Delivered by Darren Symonds ECB/IOG Regional Pitch Advisor 

- 

What is next for Groundsman support in the Thames Valley region 

- 

Finish at 12pm 

- 

£5 per head 

to include tea/coffee and bacon roll on arrival 

 

 

To book a place visit www.clubpay.co.uk 

ECB County Board cricket groundsman support events 



 

4 

Funding update 
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Tesco will use the money raised from the 5p carrier 

bag charge for Community Grants to improve green 

spaces in communities across England, Wales and 

Scotland. Projects working on green spaces will be 

eligible for funding. Six grants will be awarded per year 

in each of the 428 Tesco regions. Tesco customers will 

have the opportunity to vote in store for the project 

that they would most like to see receive funding from 

those shortlisted. The project with the most customer 

votes will receive a £12,000 grant, the project in 

second place will receive £10,000 and the project in 

third place will receive £8,000. 

Projects will be eligible if they are applying for capital 

funding for facilities that provide community benefit. 

The facility must have free and open access to all 

members of the community for a minimum of six days 

a week, during daylight hours. 

There is no match funding requirement. The grant 

should be the majority of your funding, and projects 

must be completed within 6 months of being awarded 

funding. The first round of funding will close on 27 

November 2016 

www.groundwork.org.uk/sites/

tescocommunityscheme 

The Galaxy Hot Chocolate fund is now open until 

February 28 2016. Galaxy Hot Chocolate will  help 

local community groups and charities across the UK 

and Ireland by awarding five £300 cash awards a 

week. 

Four of these will be awarded by the judges’ panel. 

There will also be a People’s Choice Award every 

week which will be awarded to the entry with the most 

votes in any given week. 

www.galaxyhotchocolate.com 

 

South Oxfordshire District Council have published 

provisional dates for their Capital Grants scheme. Not-

for-profit organisations in South Oxfordshire can apply 

for a minimum of £1,000 and up to 50 per cent of the 

cost of a capital project that will benefit residents. 

Projects must be completed in the next 12-18 months 

and work must not have already started. 

The current round closes on 27 November 2015, with 

decisions being made in February 2016.  Provisional 

opening dates for next year are: 

Round one open: 1 February to 1 April 2016 for 

decisions by 10 July 2016 

Round two open: 2 May to 1 July 2016 for decisions by 

15 October 2016 

Round three open: 1 August to 30 September 2016 for 

decisions by 10 January 2017 

Round four open: 31 October to 23 December 2016 for 

decisions by 1 April 2017 

www.southoxon.gov.uk 

Sport England have announced that their Inspired 

Facilities funding programme will pause from 11 

January 2016, whilst they develop their new strategy to 

support grassroots sport for 2016-2021. This will enable 

them to ensure that  any future facilities funding is fully 

integrated into, and supports their  new strategy and 

priorities. 

Inspired Facilities funds community facilities for sport. 

Applications to the fund can still be made until 5pm 

on 11 January 2016 

www.sportengland.org 

Vale of White Horse District Council Capital 

Community grants scheme is open for applications 

until  5pm on 15 January 2016. Not-for-profit 

organisations can apply for a minimum of £1000 and 

up to 50 per cent of the cost of a capital project that 

will benefit local residents. You must be able to 

complete your project within 12-18 months and work 

must not have already started. 

Provisional dates for next year are 

Round one open: 14 March to 6 May 2016 for 

decisions by 30 July 2016 

Round three open: 6 June to 29 July 2016 for decisions 

by 10 October 2016 

Round four open: 5 September to 4 November 2016 

for decisions by 27 January 2017 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
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A recent survey by Fields in Trust has found that 1 in 

5 of those people taking part believed that their 

local outdoor recreation space either is or has 

been under threat of being lost or built upon. 

Fields in Trust found that 95% of respondents 

agreed that parks and play areas should be 

protected from development and 82 per cent 

would be prepared to campaign against a park 

loss, both figures which demonstrate the strength of 

feeling that there is in the population for their local 

recreation spaces, and just how valued they are. 

The survey also clearly demonstrated the important 

role that accessible local green space plays in 

keeping the nation active;  half of respondents 

admitted that they would be less active if their 

local green space was lost. Respondents found 

that using their local park helps them to feel 

healthier and less stressed, as well as giving them 

the opportunity to spend time with their family and 

in their community. 

This latest piece of research backs up what has 

already been found; our local playing fields, play 

areas and green spaces are so important to our 

communities and the value with which they are 

held should not be underestimated. Many people 

who would never consider venturing into a gym or 

their local leisure centre, either due to cost barriers 

or feeling that it is just not for them, would not 

hesitate to use their local playing field or park. 

Playing fields make a valuable contribution to the 

health of our communities, both physically and 

mentally, as well as socially. 

Fields in Trust works with landowners to protect 

playing fields and open spaces in perpetuity; they 

currently safeguard over 2500 sites across the 

country.  If you are interested in protecting your 

playing field site, contact Fields in Trust for more 

information on 020 7427 2110   or   

info@fieldsintrust.org 

1 in 5 people believe that their local green space is under 

threat 
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Outdoor Fitness Equipment is growing in popularity and is now a common site on our parks and recreation 

spaces. Playing field managers should be aware that this equipment does not meet European standards for 

play equipment, as it is aimed at those aged 14+.  A new European standard, EN 16630 – Permanently installed 

outdoor fitness equipment. Safety requirements and test methods – has been published, using the existing 

German (DIN79000) and French (XP S 52-904) standards as its basis. 

RPII (Register of Play Inspectors International) inspectors will inspect equipment to the standard that is in force. 

The RPII have issued the following information: 

‘While the RPII supports the introduction of the new standard for Fitness Equipment it can only be considered a 

starting point for safety, work is already in progress to update the standard in a number of areas. 

The statement issued by the RPII/API (Association of Play Industries) in September 2013 concerning the correct 

positioning of Outdoor Fitness Equipment remains good practice and should be followed by all clients thinking of 

purchasing or installing this type of equipment. 

The RPII strongly recommends that prospective purchasers seek the appropriate advice prior to installation of this 

type of equipment.’ 

 R P I I  S T A T E M E N T  I S S U E D  I N  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 3  

“When positioning Adult Outdoor Fitness Equipment, the RPII advises specifiers to undertake a Risk Assessment as 

some items pose a higher risk than others, for instance, those with moving parts.  It then recommends the 

completion of assessments concerning the proximity of unsupervised children’s play equipment, the age range 

suitability of other facilities or equipment close by, the suitability of the surface onto which the products will be 

installed and the need for screening or other separation to reduce inducement to children.  Finally, it advises 

that equipment is clear and permanently marked as not suitable for children’s play and with instructions for use.” 

If you are thinking of installing outdoor fitness equipment on your playing field, contact OPFA for advice and a 

copy of our information sheet 

New standard published for Outdoor Fitness Equipment 
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New benchmark guidelines for the design of spaces for 

outdoor sport and play have been published by Fields 

In Trust; ‘Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Play: Beyond 

the Six Acre Standard’, will be  a crucial tool for local 

planning authorities, developers, planners, urban 

designers and landscape architects in the design of 

outdoor sport, play and informal open space. It is 

provided as an interactive PDF at the Fields in Trust 

website 

This guidance has been produced to reflect a new 

planning policy landscape. Changes to the National 

Planning Policy Framework (2012), the introduction of 

The Localism Act (2011) and the phased introduction of 

the Community Infrastructure Levy all combine to 

change how local planning operates. This updated 

guidance clearly identifies benchmarks within the 

current policy framework. 

As part of its work, Fields in Trust has supported 

practitioners since the 1930s on open space provision 

and design – The “Six Acre Standard”. The new 2015 

guidance backed up by research retains the same 

headline rates of provision, but draws out new 

recommendations for accessibility, for flexible 

application of standards and the minimum dimensions 

of formal outdoor space. This revision of the guidelines 

introduces benchmarking for informal open space – 

places for recreation, not involving organised sport and 

play – and includes parks and gardens, and natural 

and semi-natural habitats.  The guidance also no 

longer differentiates between urban and rural areas. 

Writing in the foreword of the document The Rt Hon 

Greg Clark MP Secretary of State for Communities and 

Local Government says “I welcome this updated guide 

which councils and neighbourhood planning groups 

may find helpful when they consider planning for open 

space”. 

The current version of the guidance relates to England 

only. Changing planning arrangements and national 

sports governance in the devolved nations require 

specific policy responses. Work is underway on 

separate guidance for Wales and Scotland, which will 

be published early next year. 

Speaking at the House of Lords launch of the new 

guidance Paul Garber, Former Group Planning Director 

George Wimpey / Taylor Wimpey  and chair of the 

Fields in Trust Land and Planning Committee 

said “Adopting this guidance will help planners and 

designers ensure that the provision of outdoor sport, 

play and informal open space is of sufficient size to 

enable effective public use, in an accessible location 

close to local communities. It is important that outdoor 

space has a design quality which will maintain its 

longevity and to encourage continued use”. 

Fields in Trust Chief Executive Helen Griffiths said: “We 

want everyone in the UK – young or old, able or 

disabled and wherever they live – to have access to 

free, local outdoor space for sport and play. As we 

celebrate our 90th year it remains as important as ever 

that we continue to secure recreational spaces in 

perpetuity and provide planning guidance to help 

ensure communities have sufficient opportunity to 

engage in sport, play and physical activity. Our parks, 

playing fields and other green spaces help to create a 

real sense of place and space as well as contributing 

to the health and wellbeing of local residents.” 

 

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/ 

New benchmark guidelines published for outdoor sport 

and play 
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Don’t forget that The Playing Field website is now online for you to use. It has been designed to act as online 

resource for news, views, advice and guidance for the playing field community. Please visit the site  to have a 

look; keep up-to-date with the latest news and sign up for the newsletter.  

Please do also pass the site address on to any of your contacts. 

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/ 

 

O P F A  N E W S L E T T E R  A U T U M N  2 0 1 5  

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/
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Goal Post Safety :  what steps should you follow? 

FA Guidelines state: 

1. Goalposts of any size (including 

those which are portable and 

not installed permanently) must 

always be anchored securely to 

the ground or have a weighted 

back bar. 

2. Under no circumstances should 

children or adults be allowed to 

climb on, swing on or play with 

the structure of the goalposts 

3. Portable goalposts should be 

secured according  to the 

manufacturer’s instructions. 

4. If not properly assembled or 

secured, portable goalposts may 

overturn 

5. Regular inspections of goalposts 

must be carried our to ensure 

that they are properly 

maintained. 

6. Portable goals should not be left 

in place after use 

7. The use of metal cup hooks on 

any part of the goalpost is 

banned; nets must be secured 

by plastic fixings, arrow head 

plastic hooks or tape. Any metal 

cup hooks must be removed, 

and goalposts with metal cup 

hooks must not be purchased. 

8. Goalposts which are home 

made or have been altered from 

their original construction must 

not be used. 

9. Wooden goals should be 

replaced with compliant metal, 

plastic or aluminium goals. There 

is no standard for wooden goals, 

and all wooden goals previously 

tested by consultants have failed 

strength and stability tests. 

More detail on these guidelines can be 

found on the FA website under ‘Goal 

post Safety Guidelines 2013—2014’ 

TREVOR STEWART 

PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment 

RoSPA inspected & approved 

Designed to meet your needs and built to meet  

all current standards. 

SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING, 

GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC. 

Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground? 

NO PROBLEM  I can build on that! 

TREVOR STEWART 

4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON 

CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE 

TEL 01869 340660 

Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk 
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OPFA has many information sheets 

on different topics covering all 

aspects of outdoor recreation 

provision. We have recently 

produced a new one on Pitch 

Maintenance. 

The full list of information sheets is 

opposite. 

 

Please contact OPFA if you would 

find any of them useful. We 

continue to produce information 

as the need arises, and also have 

access to a lot of information from 

our partner organisations. 

 

Colin Sanders 

Business Innovation 

Centre, 

Mewburn Road, 

Banbury, 

OX16 9PA 

Phone: 01295 817662    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no. 

304398). We work across Oxfordshire.  

 

 

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 

disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 

recreational facilities, including children’s play.  

 

 

The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able 

to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice 

service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor 

recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from 

you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

 Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 

responsible for the management of land. 

 Maintenance contractors 

 Pitch Maintenance 

 Accessible Play Areas 

 Accidents 

 Balls Walls 

 BMX Info 

 Playground Fencing and Gates 

 Funding Opportunities 

 Playground Inspections 

 Managing Charitable Playing Fields 

 Playground Notices 

 Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 

 Problems with Dogs 

 Project Plan – Play Area Development 

 Project Plan – Skate Park Development 

 Risk Benefit Analysis 

 Risk Management and Risk Assessments 

 Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines 

Helping communities make  

good space for sport and play 


