
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I N C L U D E D  I N  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

Great British Spring 

Clean-Up 2017 

Oxfordshire FA 

funding for football 

Position of outdoor 

fitness equipment 

Funding update 

New online re-

source: Grounds-

manship for sports 

clubs 

The Playing Field 

website 

N E W S L E T T E R  

A U T U M N  2 0 1 6   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport England publish figures on 

protecting playing fields 

One of the roles of Sport England is to object to developments on playing fields if 

the provision of sport and activity will be negatively affected. The latest figures 

show that 91% of all resolved planning applications that involved a playing field 

in 2014/15 resulted in improved or secured facilities. This matches the previous 

year. This is great news from across the country. In Oxfordshire, OPFA’s 

experience is that concerns about developments on playing fields was in the 

past fortunately not such a big issue as  some other County Playing Fields 

Associations were finding in their local area. However, recent experience has 

shown that we must not be complacent, and remain vigilant about concerns. 

If you are concerned that your playing field may be at threat, it is important to 

act early in the process. OPFA is happy to work with you, and in conjunction with 

our partner organization Fields in Trust, who wrote in detail about options for 

protection of your open space in the previous OPFA newsletter, available on our 

website. 

Sport England have now produced a guide to help those concerned about 

development on their playing field. The ‘Community Rights for Sport 

Guidance’ helps clubs and other local groups to protect their pitches, pavilions, 

bowls clubs and swimming pools by listing them as an Asset of Community Value 

(ACV).  

By listing them as an Asset of Community Value, organisations can help 

safeguard them by giving the local community the right to bid for them at a 

later date.  

For more on this story 

visit   

https://

www.sportengland.org/

playingfields/ 
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The OPFA advice service is wide 

ranging and varied. No question is 

too silly or too small! Just some of 

the practical ways that we can 

help you include: 

 

 Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 

playgrounds, including facilities 

for toddlers and teenagers 

 A regularly updated series 

of information sheets  covering a 

wide range of topics (see page 

10 for full list) 

 Support and advice on new 

projects such as a new children’s 

play area, pavilion or sports 

ground 

 Advice on skate park and 

wheeled sports facilities 

 Advice on teen facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guidance on standards and 

legislation affecting play and 

sporting facilities 

 Local examples of other 

successful projects, with local 

people to contact 

 Advice and information on a 

wide range of suppliers and 

manufacturers 

 Regular networking and 

training events  

 Identifying funding opportunities 

 Advice on consultations 

 Project management advice 

 What to do if your local playing 

field is threatened with 

redevelopment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Advice on managing a 

charitable playing field 

 Maintenance and inspection 

information  

 

Contact us for help and support on 

01295 817662 or 

oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

How can we help you? 
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 Great British Spring Clean Up 3-5 March 2017 

The Great British Spring Clean is a campaign that aims to bring people together on the same weekend across 

the country to clean up their local area. 

In 2015, 250,000 people got involved in the Clean for The Queen campaign. This new campaign is working to 

build on that and get 500,000 people to take part. They are calling on individuals, community groups, 

charities, sports clubs, business, local authorities and many more to sign up and take part. 

For further information and to download useful resources to help organize your campaign, visit the Great 

British Spring Clean Up website: 

http://www.greatbritishspringclean.org.uk/ 

Oxfordshire FA Funding 

for Football Guide 

The Oxfordshire FA has published a new guide on 

the funders that are available for football 

projects. Some of these funders will also be 

relevant for general playing field or playground 

projects as well. The guide is available on the 

Oxfordshire FA website: 

http://www.oxfordshirefa.com/news/2016/dec/

new-funding-for-football-guide-released 

Position of outdoor fitness 

equipment 

If you are looking to put outdoor fitness 

equipment with moving parts on your playing 

field, you will need to take into consideration the 

best place to locate it. Outdoor gym equipment 

is aimed at those aged 14+ and is now subject to 

the European Standard that was introduced in 

October 2015:'EN 16630:  Permanently installed 

outdoor fitness equipment — Safety requirements 

and test methods.' 

Playground Inspectors inspect to this standard, 

which makes reference to outdoor fitness 

equipment in relation to play areas: 

'Fitness equipment is not intended for installation 

in the immediate vicinity of children’s 

playgrounds in accordance with the EN 1176 

series. If installed in connection with playground 

equipment, on playgrounds or similar installations, 

they shall be separated from general playing 

activities by an appropriate distance, fencing or 

other structural measures.'   

 

TREVOR STEWART 

PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment 

RoSPA inspected & approved 

Designed to meet your needs and built to meet  

all current standards. 

SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING, 

GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC. 

Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground? 

NO PROBLEM  I can build on that! 

TREVOR STEWART 

4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON 

CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE 

TEL 01869 340660 

Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk 
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The Peter Harrison Foundation accepts applications 

from registered charities. Their grant programme 

‘Opportunities through Sport’ accepts applications for 

projects that provide opportunities for people who are 

disabled or otherwise disadvantaged to fulfil their 

potential and to develop other personal and life skills. 

Projects that can demonstrate a high level of 

community involvement are welcomed as well as 

those that provide sporting equipment or facilities for 

disabled or disadvantaged people. Most applications 

will be for capital projects, although some revenue 

elements may be considered, as well as applications 

where funding is essential for the continuation of a 

successful project. There is no specific amount that can 

be applied for, and applications can be made at any 

time. www.peterharrisonfoundation.org 

 

The Galaxy Hot Chocolate Fund is open to applications 

from small, local community projects and groups. 

From November 7th 2016 until February 26th 2017, the 

fund will award a total of seventy, £300 donations to 

help community groups and people across UK and 

Ireland. Five donations will be awarded each week, 

four by a panel of judges and one through the 

People’s Choice award to the organisation with the 

most weekly votes. 

In addition, the fund will recognise the achievements of 

those in their local communities, by awarding a 

National Volunteer Award. Each week that the fund is 

open, a volunteer will be chosen from those 

nominated, to receive a Galaxy Hot Chocolate 

hamper. 

www.galaxyhotchocolate.com 

Sport England have published an update on their new 

funding streams, following the publication of their new 

strategy: ‘Towards an Active Nation’. 

New funding streams will be launched in December 

2016. Playing field facility projects will be eligible to 

apply to the new Community Asset Fund. 

Projects such as an organisation looking to take over 

sports facilities, a sports club that wants to expand or  a 

project that’s clearly needed in the local community 

will be eligible. During the first phase, £7.5 million will be 

available for single and multi-sport community facilities. 

Grant awards of between £5,000 and £150,000 will be 

available. Applicants will be able to submit bids from 

the beginning of January 2017 and the first awards will 

be made from April 2017 onwards. 

In January 2017 Sport England will publish a detailed 

facilities investment guide, giving more information on 

the type of projects they are looking to support. 

www.sportengland.org/funding/new-funding-when-to-

apply/ 

The Co-op Local Community Fund is now open for 

applications until 16 December 2016. Funding is 

available for local groups that are working to benefit 

the lives of Co-op members and their communities. 

Applications will be accepted from registered charities, 

small charities registered with HMRC for tax, registered 

community amateur sports clubs, churches that are an 

'excepted' charity and Scout or Guide groups. To be 

eligible for funding, the main activities of a project 

must: 

 Take place in the UK or Isle of Man. 

 Not finish before October 2017. 

 Meet the Co-operatives values of self-help, self-

responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and 

solidarity.  

 Not have religious or political aims.  

 Make the best use of the funding to create the 

greatest possible benefit for their community. 

It is anticipated that three projects in each of around 

1,500 local communities across the UK will be funded. 

Although neither minimum nor maxium amounts have 

been revealed, groups have previously received grants 

of £2,500. 

https://causes.coop.co.uk/ 

 

The Woodland Trust now have free tree packs for 

planting in your community. Applications for spring 

packs (delivery in March) close on 6 January 2017. 

Further details are available on the Woodland Trust 

website: www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/in-your

-community/ 
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 New online resource: 

Groundsmanship for Sports 

Clubs 

Sport England has published an online resource for 

sports clubs. Called 'Groundsmanship for Sports Clubs', 

it  provides valuable support for volunteers, coaches, 

club officials and the 'hands-on' groundsman. The 

resource includes advice, images and videos to help 

those at grassroots level to look after their sports 

grounds and maintain their pitches. 

The resource is split into sections on 

 Understanding the basics 

 Football 

 Cricket 

 Rugby Union 

 Rugby League 

Topics covered include health and safety, tasks and 

equipment, materials, seasonal management, the 

latest news, and a 'live' diary of issues that have arisen 

which may impact on groundsmen looking after their 

local pitches. 

 

 

Don’t forget that The Playing Field website is now online 

for you to use. It has been designed to act as online 

resource for news, views, advice and guidance for the 

playing field community. Please visit the site  to have a 

look; keep up-to-date with the latest news and sign up for 

the newsletter.  

Please do also pass the site address on to any of your 

contacts. 

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/ 

 

 

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/
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OPFA has many information sheets 

on different topics covering all 

aspects of outdoor recreation 

provision. We have recently 

produced a new one on Pitch 

Maintenance. 

The full list of information sheets is 

opposite. 

 

Please contact OPFA if you would 

find any of them useful. We 

continue to produce information 

as the need arises, and also have 

access to a lot of information from 

our partner organisations. 

 

Colin Sanders 

Business Innovation 

Centre, 

Mewburn Road, 

Banbury, 

OX16 9PA 

Phone: 01295 817662    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no. 

304398). We work across Oxfordshire.  

 

 

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 

disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 

recreational facilities, including children’s play.  

 

 

The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able 

to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice 

service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor 

recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from 

you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

 Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 

responsible for the management of land. 

 Maintenance contractors 

 Pitch Maintenance 

 Accessible Play Areas 

 Accidents 

 Balls Walls 

 BMX Info 

 Playground Fencing and Gates 

 Funding Opportunities 

 Playground Inspections 

 Managing Charitable Playing Fields 

 Playground Notices 

 Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 

 Problems with Dogs 

 Project Plan – Play Area Development 

 Project Plan – Skate Park Development 

 Risk Benefit Analysis 

 Risk Management and Risk Assessments 

 Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines 

Helping communities make  

good space for sport and play 


