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OPFA Playground Inspection Training 

OPFA is investigating the possibility of running a routine playground inspection 

training course for volunteers. Although we normally run these sessions every 

year, we have not run one this year due to low take up at the 2016 session. 

Having been contacted by several parishes requesting the training, we are now 

considering running a session as long as we get enough attendees. Please 

contact Nicole O’Donnell via email (oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com) to register your 

interest, if you have not already done so. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALTEX to take place on 1st and 2nd 

November 

SALTEX is the UK's national tradeshow for grounds care, sports, amenities, estates 

and green space management. The exhibition will take place on 1st and 2nd 

November at the NEC in Birmingham. It will feature exhibitors from sectors 

including turf care, specialist machinery, landscaping and playgrounds, There 

will also be free educational seminars and Ask the Expert sessions. 

https://www.iogsaltex.com/ 
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The OPFA advice service is wide 

ranging and varied. No question is 

too silly or too small! Just some of 

the practical ways that we can 

help you include: 

 

 Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 

playgrounds, including facilities 

for toddlers and teenagers 

 A regularly updated series 

of information sheets  covering a 

wide range of topics (see page 

10 for full list) 

 Support and advice on new 

projects such as a new children’s 

play area, pavilion or sports 

ground 

 Advice on skate park and 

wheeled sports facilities 

 Advice on teen facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guidance on standards and 

legislation affecting play and 

sporting facilities 

 Local examples of other 

successful projects, with local 

people to contact 

 Advice and information on a 

wide range of suppliers and 

manufacturers 

 Regular networking and 

training events  

 Identifying funding opportunities 

 Advice on consultations 

 Project management advice 

 What to do if your local playing 

field is threatened with 

redevelopment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Advice on managing a 

charitable playing field 

 Maintenance and inspection 

information  

 

Contact us for help and support on 

01295 817662 or 

oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

How can we help you? 
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 TREVOR STEWART 

PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment 

RoSPA inspected & approved 

Designed to meet your needs and built to meet  

all current standards. 

SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING, 

GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC. 

Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground? 

NO PROBLEM  I can build on that! 

TREVOR STEWART 

4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON 

CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE 

TEL 01869 340660 

Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk 

 

Grassroots Football Survey 

open until 30 October. 

The FA has opened its annual football survey and would 

like to hear your views about grass roots football in your 

local area. They are interested in your views whether you 

participate, watch or volunteer. You can complete the 

survey via the following link:  

http://survey.euro.confirmit.com/wix/4/p1860637224.aspx 

Ordnance Survey 

releases free map of 

Britain’s Greenspaces 

A Government initiative to make it easier for 

people to locate and access greenspaces 

was launched in July with the release of a 

new database and interactive digital map 

identifying accessible recreational and 

leisure greenspace in Great Britain.  

Delivered by Ordnance Survey (OS), the free 

map contains data from OS and other 

sources, and can be used immediately, for 

free, through the leisure mapping app and 

online service, OS Maps. This comprehensive 

map of Great Britain’s greenspaces is also 

available as an open dataset, called OS 

Open Greenspace.  

The dataset can be viewed via OS 

Maps www.osmaps.uk/greenspace.  

Oxfordshire parks 

nominated for national 

award. 

Two Oxfordshire open spaces have been 

nominated for the Fields in Trust Best Park 

Award; Mapledurham Playing Fields and 

Florence Park in Oxford. Nominations are 

now closed and voting is open until 5pm on 

Friday 3rd November. To show some support 

for our Oxfordshire open spaces and cast 

your vote visit  

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/bestpark/

southeast 

 

Saving our open spaces 

If you are concerned that you may be at risk 

of losing your local outdoor recreation space 

as a result of development, don’t forget that 

OPFA can offer help and support, 

particularly if you contact us as early as 

possible in the process. 
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Growing a Greener Britain Crowdfunding platform 

Crowdfunding is a way of paying for projects by raising 

money from ‘the crowd’ including local people, 

councils and businesses. The Growing a Greener Britain 

fund of £50,000 supports local communities to 

crowdfund their projects in green spaces. 

Crowdfunding enables anyone- from members of the 

community to public and private bodies- to pledge 

money to projects to turn ideas into reality. To help 

local projects hit their target, Growing a Greener Britain 

is able to pledge up to £5,000 to projects that match 

their aims, demonstrate creativity and innovation and 

support from ‘the crowd’!  

https://www.growingagreenerbritain.org/ 

LTA Growing the Game Fund and Transforming British 

Tennis Together Fund. The Lawn Tennis Association has 

announced two new funding streams. The first fund is 

the Transforming British Tennis Together Fund. £100m is 

allocated to this over 10 years With this fund the LTA 

want to see multiple organisations coming together to 

create hundreds of thriving ‘Community Tennis 

Networks’. The second fund - the Growing the Game 

Fund – is designed to support smaller venues who, 

primarily for geographical reasons, cannot be part of a 

broader Community Tennis Network. This fund has £25m 

allocated to it. The Growing the Game fund is 

designed to support single venues that want to 

increase participation by growing their membership 

and/or casual player base. It is primarily focused on 

refurbishing courts and installing floodlights, however 

the LTA will fund refurbishment of clubhouses/social 

spaces for the right projects. The LTA will fund up to 50% 

of each project; this will be primarily issued in the form 

of an interest free loan e.g. a project costing £100k can 

receive £50k interest free loan funding. Bidders who 

install floodlights as part of their project will be eligible 

for up to 25% of the funding as a grant  

https://www.lta.org.uk/venue-management/facilities-

advice/ 

South Oxfordshire Councillor Community Grant Scheme   

Every South Oxfordshire District Councillor has a grant 

budget of £5,000 to award for projects or services that 

will offer community benefits in their ward area.  The 

minimum grant is £500 and the maximum £5,000 for 

each councillor (budget permitting) A councillor can 

fund up to 100 % of the total cost of a project (budget 

permitting) The project must be completed within 12 

months of the grant award decision. Any unallocated 

budgets at the end of the financial year will return to 

the council’s general reserves. Councillors should make 

their decisions within eight weeks of receiving an 

application.  The scheme will close in December.  

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/

community-advice-and-support/grants-and-

community-loans/councillor-community-g-0 

The WHSmith Trust is an independent registered charity 

that aims to support good causes in the local 

communities where WHSmith operates, and also to 

promote literacy and a love of reading. Each year the 

Trust supports employees by matching their fundraising 

and volunteering for charities and schools. With the 

introduction of the new WHSmith Community Grants, 

the WHSmith Trust is now offering grants of up to £500 to 

voluntary organisations and schools from the proceeds 

of the compulsory carrier bag levies across the UK. 

Grants are awarded every six months to charities, 

schools and community groups of any size, provided 

they support the community in the UK. 

https://blog.whsmith.co.uk/community-grants-

application/ 

The GLL Community Foundation helps local projects in 

the areas where GLL works with funding, facilities and 

support that encourages people to be active, to learn 

and to play together. GLL is offering up to £5,000 worth 

of cash and in kind support to community projects  

through their new GLL Community Foundation in 

partnership with crowdfunding platform Spacehive. In 

Oxfordshire GLL works in West Oxfordshire, South 

Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse. It is 

recommended that if you are interested in funding, 

that you contact GLL in the first instance to discuss your 

project.  

http://www.gll.org/b2b/pages/community-foundation 

Spacehive are running two webinars on ‘How to run an 

awesome crowdfunding campaign’, These will take 

place on 25 October and 22 November, both from 

12—1pm. To find out more and register for a place, visit 

the events page on the Spacehive website: 

https://about.spacehive.com/events/ 
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Playground supplier requirements under EN1176  

If you are installing a new playground it is important to ensure that the equipment you install meets the 

requirements of EN1176, the  European standard for outdoor play equipment, to which all new play areas 

should adhere. It is worth noting that whilst adherence to the standard is not a legal requirement, it represents 

best practice and stands you in good stead in the event of an accident claim. All RPII (Register of Play 

Inspectors International) inspectors will inspect your playground to this standard. 

 

When choosing a supplier, it is important to ensure that their equipment complies with EN1176.  A situation 

arose  recently in Oxfordshire where although the supplier claimed that their equipment was compliant, in 

reality it did not meet the standards. This was picked up during the post installation inspection. This led to a lot 

of detailed work and time, including the threat of legal action and the involvement of Trading Standards, in 

order to get the various issues resolved.  

Whilst this kind of situation is very rare there are several key things that you can do to try and avoid this kind of 

thing happening: 

 Select a supplier who is a member of the  API (Association of Play Industries), who are the trade body for 

outdoor play equipment suppliers. Suppliers have to undergo rigorous checks in order to become a 

member. 

 Ensure that you get a post installation check done, by an independent inspector who is not linked to the 

installer. Organize this yourself.  

 Make sure that you know what company is behind the trading name you see on paper or on the 

internet.  Before you buy look at Companies house database which will show you if there have been 

problems or there is an odd structure of ownership of the company or if Directors have been involved in 

anything you think is odd.   

 Get a copy of BS EN 1176 and check what the requirements are. Read the standard carefully and check 

details of non-compliance with your inspection company. 

 Get a statement from the company that the specific equipment being supplied will be fully compliant in 

all respects with BS EN 1176 or refuse to buy it. 

 

It is important to note that this unfortunate situation is very rare, however if you require further advice please 

contact OPFA. RoSPA Playsafety also has information sheets on their website about EN1176. 

 

Pitch to Play Competition  

If your sports pitch is in dire need of a makeover then the new Pitch to Play competition launched by Allett 

Lawnmowers may be of interest.   

Allett is working in conjunction with the Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG). Their partnership  recognises the 

hard work that amateur groundsteams and volunteers are undertaking across the country, often with limited 

resources and equipment.  The competition gives you the chance to get your pitch in perfect condition by 

winning an Allett mower and a free visit from the IOG, as well as new kit for your team and pitch-side 

sponsorship. There are further cash prizes of £500 and £250 for second and third places.  

Pitch to Play is open to any amateur sports team in the UK that has an under 18s team, no matter what sport. 

The only requirement is that the pitch needs  renovating. 

Further details including the entry form can be found on the website. Entries close on 1st December 2017.  

http://www.pitchtoplay.co.uk/ 
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The recent windy weather and the time of year make this a good time to consider the issues relating to trees 

on your recreation spaces. 

 

Playground and playing field managers are responsible for ensuring that any trees on their sites are adequately 

maintained  and safe for the users of the site. Although accidents relating to trees are rare, the playground/

playing field manager still has a duty of care under the Health and Safety at Work Act. The HSE has lots of 

useful information on its website, and states the following: 

 

‘Employers and persons carrying out undertakings or in control of premises all have duties under the HSW Act. 

In particular, there is the duty to do all that is reasonably practicable to ensure that people are not exposed to 

risk to their health and safety. 

Doing all that is reasonably practicable does not mean that all trees have to be individually examined on a 

regular basis. A decision has to be taken on what is reasonable in the circumstances and this will include 

consideration of the risks to which people may be exposed. 

Around half of all fatalities due to falling trees or branches occur in public spaces, such as a park or beside 

roads, so Section 3 HSW Act may be applicable. Whilst HSE may regard the average risk as extremely low, the 

law requires that where reasonably practicable measures are available, in individual cases, they should be 

taken.’ 

 

The National Tree Safety Group has a useful publication on its website:  ‘Common sense risk management of 

trees—Guidance on trees and public safety in the UK for owners, managers and advisers ‘ 

 

Playground managers that have trees on their site should ensure the trees are inspected as part of their routine 

inspection regime: 

 Check that any trees are in good order and are not likely to fall.  

 Ensure that any tree ties or stakes are in good condition.  

 Check that no fallen leaves have made play equipment slippy.  

 

When designing a new play area, consider the positioning of play equipment to ensure that it does not 

become slippy from fallen leaves 

 

Management of the risk from falling trees or branches—HSE— http://www.hse.gov.uk/foi/internalops/sims/

ag_food/010705.htm 

 

National tree Safety Group  - http://ntsgroup.org.uk/ 

 

Tree maintenance 
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During the construction of a new play area, it is important to ensure that people do not have access until the 

equipment has been safety checked and is ready for use. All new playgrounds should have a post installation 

check done by an independent playground inspector, who is a member of the RPII (Register of Playground 

Inspectors International). Post installation checks usually cost in the region of £400 and the cost for this must be 

built into the budget for the new space. 

Until this has taken place, the play area should be surrounded with security Heras fencing, and playground 

managers should check this regularly to ensure that it is still standing, 

is still safe and people have not forced entry, in particular if there 

are longer periods of time when installers are not on site. The photo 

depicts a site where people have gained access and the fencing is 

no longer secure. 

Gaining access can prove very tempting when the play area 

appears finished, particularly if it has been closed for a long period 

during construction works. It is advisable to ask your installer to hang 

the swings as close as possible to the post installation check, to try 

and discourage people from breaking in.  It is also important to put 

up a notice stating that the site is dangerous as it is still under 

construction and the play equipment has not been safety checked. 

Your playground installer should provide you with a copy of their 

Health and Safety Plan for the build, including risk assessments and  

an installation method statement, as well as a copy of their 

insurances. 

Safety during play area builds 
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OPFA has many information sheets 

on different topics covering all 

aspects of outdoor recreation 

provision. We have recently 

produced a new one on Pitch 

Maintenance. 

The full list of information sheets is 

opposite. 

 

Please contact OPFA if you would 

find any of them useful. We 

continue to produce information 

as the need arises, and also have 

access to a lot of information from 

our partner organisations. 

 

Colin Sanders 

Business Innovation 

Centre, 

Mewburn Road, 

Banbury, 

OX16 9PA 

Phone: 01295 817662    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no. 

304398). We work across Oxfordshire.  

 

 

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 

disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 

recreational facilities, including children’s play.  

 

 

The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able 

to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice 

service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor 

recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from 

you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

 Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 

responsible for the management of land. 

 Maintenance contractors 

 Pitch Maintenance 

 Accessible Play Areas 

 Accidents 

 Balls Walls 

 BMX Info 

 Playground Fencing and Gates 

 Funding Opportunities 

 Playground Inspections 

 Managing Charitable Playing Fields 

 Maintenance Contractors 

 Playground Notices 

 Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 

 Problems with Dogs 

 Project Plan – Play Area Development 

 Project Plan – Skate Park Development 

 Risk Management and Risk Assessments 

 Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines 

Helping communities make  

good space for sport and play 


