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OPFA is working hard on bringing our service over the border into South Northants. We 

have now worked with several different parishes and organisations and it was a 

pleasure to meet some of you at the Funding Fair at Towcester Racecourse in May.  

We are conscious that this kind of service has not existed before in the district and 

hope that many local organisations will use OPFA and spread the word that we are 

here. Remember our service is currently free to South Northants organisations due to a 

generous grant from South Northants DC. We are here to give you advice, guidance 

and moral support on all aspects of managing and improving your outdoor playing 

spaces.  

We have recently worked extensively with Middleton Cheney Parish Council to help 

them to completely refurbish two play areas; read the story on pages 5 and 6. 

‘Ask OPFA’ on Page 3 gives you a flavour of the kind of questions we can help with. 

There are many more, so please do get in touch.  

We look forward to working with you! 
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The OPFA advice service is wide 

ranging and varied. No question is 

too silly or too small! Just some of 

the practical ways that we can 

help you include: 

 

 Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 

playgrounds, including facilities 

for toddlers and teenagers 

 A regularly updated series 

of information sheets  covering a 

wide range of topics (see page 8 

for full list) 

 Support and advice on new 

projects such as a new children’s 

play area, pavilion or sports 

ground 

 Advice on skate park and 

wheeled sports facilities 

 Advice on teen facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guidance on standards and 

legislation affecting play and 

sporting facilities 

 Local examples of other 

successful projects, with local 

people to contact 

 Advice and information on a 

wide range of suppliers and 

manufacturers 

 Regular networking and 

training events  

 Identifying funding opportunities 

 Advice on consultations 

 Project management advice 

 What to do if your local playing 

field is threatened with 

redevelopment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Advice on managing a 

charitable playing field 

 Maintenance and inspection 

information  

 

Contact us for help and support on 

01295 817662 or 

oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

How can we help you? 

 
 Dates for your diary 

Playground inspection training 

OPFA will be running a rescheduled session of playground inspection training in the autumn. This is vital and 

cost effective training if you are responsible for conducting weekly inspections of play equipment. The session 

will teach delegates the kind of things they should be looking out for, how to put in place good inspection 

regimes,  and your duties as a playground manager. Delegates will get the opportunity for a hands-on 

inspection session outdoors in the playground, and will all receive a certificate of attendance, which can be 

used to demonstrate good practice to insurers.  

Please contact Nicole at OPFA on oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com, if you are interested in attending. If you were 

due to attend the session in June, your interest has already been noted and we will let you know when a new 

date is arranged. 

 

 

 

 

SALTEX— 31st October and 1st November, NEC Birmingham 

This is the leading turfcare event for those working and volunteering in turfcare. If you manage local outdoor 

playing spaces, it can be very useful. Free to attend, the show offers the opportunity to see the latest products 

on the market and learn from seminars that cover a variety of topics. 

For further details and to register, visit the SALTEX website  

https://www.iogsaltex.com/ 
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  Ask OPFA…. 

 

How do I manage my playing field if it is charity land?  

When a playing field or recreation ground is held on charitable trust, it is there to provide outdoor open 

recreation space for the benefit of local inhabitants and should be managed in a way that makes it available 

for reasonable public access. It can only be used in a way that is compatible with these charitable purposes 

and must be appropriately managed and protected. For more detailed information, contact OPFA for a copy 

of our information sheet ‘Managing Charity Playing Fields’. The Charities Commission also has useful guidance 

on their website.  

 

Do I need planning permission for my play area?  

Town and parish councils have permitted development rights, meaning that they do not normally require 

planning permission for new or refurbished play areas on designated recreation land, unless any structure is 

over 4m high. Any other organisation that owns 

and manages a play area is likely to require 

planning permission for a new play area. It is 

advisable for all organisations to contact their 

local planning officer at the start of a project to 

confirm the situation.  

  

 

How long do I need to keep playground 

inspection paperwork for?  

Inspection paperwork should be kept for 21 years. 

This is due to the fact that children have until adulthood to claim retrospectively for personal injury. Adults 

have only 3 years to claim retrospectively.  

 

What is the recommended buffer zone between a skate/wheeled sports ramp and neighbouring residences?  

Current Fields in Trust guidance (Planning and Design for Outdoor 

Sport and Play) states that skate ramps should be sited at least 30 

metres away from property boundaries. In practice many local 

authorities request much greater “buffer zones” and it is not 

uncommon to find 50, 100 and even 200 m being requested in case 

of possible noise nuisance problems.  

It is sensible to contact the local authority’s Planning department and 

the Environmental Health Office at a very early stage for guidance.  

 

 

OPFA can help you answer any queries you may have about the 

management of your outdoor recreation spaces.  Contact Nicole 

O’Donnell on oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com or 01295 817662 for help and 

advice. 
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Funding update 

O P F A  S . N O R T H A N T S N E W S L E T T E R  

An important part of the OPFA role is to offer advice on 

sources of funding and funding applications. Whilst we 

don’t have funding to give out ourselves, we 

appreciate how daunting it can be to try and find 

funding for your projects. 

In each newsletter we cover funds that may be of use 

to playing field managers looking to improve their 

facilities.  

The London Marathon Charitable Trust funds capital 

projects that encourage and support increased 

participation in physical activity, sport and/or play, 

especially among one or more of the following: 

Individuals who are currently physically inactive or who 

have low levels of activity 

Groups that are currently physically inactive or who 

have low levels of activity 

Children and young people outside of school hours 

There are 2 funding streams available: 

The Small Capital Project Grants Programme provides 

awards of between £5,000 and £20,000. The Major 

Capital Projects Grants Programme provides funds of 

between £20,001 and £150,000 for the renovation, 

modernisation or creation of significant facilities 

www.lmct.org.uk  

South Northants Homes provides grants of up to £500 

available for local organisations, events or projects that 

will benefit South Northants Homes residents and their 

local communities. 

Eligible projects include: 

• Improve community spirit, and improve the quality of 

life of residents 

• Actively involve residents 

• Support fundraising initiatives which benefit the 

communities in which residents live or work 

• Raise the profile of social housing and the 

importance of housing in people’s lives 

 

www.southnorthantshomes.co.uk/support/grants-4-

community/ 

 

 

The Mick George Community Fund provides grants of 

between £5,000 and £50,000, although it is unlikely that 

individual grants over £35,000 will be made. 

Unless by invitation, organisations can only apply for a 

grant if their total project cost is less than £100,000. 

Projects must fall within an eligible geographical area. 

This includes part of South Northants; consult the map 

on the website to find out if your project will be eligible 

Grants will be available for capital improvement works 

to public amenity projects, these include public 

playgrounds and sports fields and facilities. 

Projects must be available and open to the general 

public – as a minimum, for 4 evenings a week, or 2 days 

a week, or 104 days a year. 

http://grantscape.org.uk/fund/mick-george-

community-fund/ 

Register your cause on the EasyFundraising website for 

free. When doing shopping online with one of the 3175 

shops and sites listed on the website, they will give 

Easyfundraising a commission for your purchase, which 

will be turned into a donation to your good cause. To 

qualify for the donation, you must access the shopping 

site through the link from Easyfundraising each time you 

shop. Supporters of your project can choose to support 

your cause in the same way too. 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

 

Legacy Leisure Community Grant 

Legacy Leisure operates Brackley and Towcester 

Leisure Centres. They are committed to supporting 

activities within the locality which improve health and 

wellbeing through sport and leisure. Local organisations 

are invited to submit funding applications up to £500 

per applicant to deliver events, training, coaching, 

start-up organisations and any other activity which 

delivers tangible benefits to the local community. 

https://www.legacyleisure.org.uk/Community-Grant-

Form  
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O P F A  S . N O R T H A N T S N E W S L E T T E R  S U M M E R  2 0 1 8  

 Middleton Cheney Parish Council  New Play Equipment 

Project 2017/18 

Val Furniss, Clerk/RFO to Middleton Cheney Parish Council writes about their two play area refurbishments, 

which OPFA gave advice on and supported throughout. 

Middleton Cheney is a large village of c.4000 inhabitants. The Parish Council understood the importance of 

delivering exciting and challenging play areas for the younger members of our community not only for the 

current ones but future generations.  However, they also recognised they needed advice and help on good 

designers and manufacturers of play equipment.  This is where we have been extremely pleased with the help 

and assistance received from Nicole (representing OPFA). She showed good project management helping us 

to strike the right balance between protecting children from risks but allowing them to reap the benefits of 

general play.  We were told good play provision aims to offer children the chance to encounter acceptable 

risks as part of a stimulating, challenging and controlled 

learning environment. 

OPFA helped with building evidence of what our community 

wanted; the age range we were aiming at; what that would 

mean when it came to choosing equipment; ensuring we 

covered all abilities and, importantly for the Parish Council, 

how to keep the costs down both on purchase and future 

refurbishment!  Keeping in mind the risk element, Nicole 

handled this topic on our behalf with suppliers ensuring that 

any equipment provided would provide the children with 

stimulating, adventurous play opportunities.  She did an 

excellent job and we would like to thank her for the hard work 

and dedication to the project.            Before the refurbishment 

Nicole also explained to the Parish Council that any play provision has to meet the requirements of the 

Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and the Equality Act - promoting opportunities for disabled children and their 

parents.  Therefore, we made sure that the new equipment covered this. 

As the project progressed and from comments during the consultations, we recognised the youth needed 

facilities for them.  This age group normally have a poor choice of leisure activities and space to have fun in 

any village.  Therefore, some of the equipment Nicole suggested has covered this age group and we are 

getting very favourable reports from parents and carers. 

The play areas we now have bring different age groups together and foster interactions between all ages, 

bringing ‘A sense of community’.  For some children, a place to make friends is recognised as being an 

important experience in building their confidence and social competence.   With OPFA’s help, via Nicole, we 

have also encouraged physical activity.  Our young people are learning how to manage risk, testing 

themselves and exploring their own abilities. This inevitability fosters their resilience. 

In order to achieve all of this needless to say we needed to raise funds.   Again, we have appreciated the 

support shown by Nicole not to mention her innovative thinking in achieving those funds.  Grants were 

obtained from Tesco Bags for Help, South Northants District Council and London Marathon Charitable Trust. The 

Parish Council also made a contribution.  

To sum up, this project has improved: community cohesion, health benefits and outdoor play for children of all 

ages and abilities – all topics that were overriding from the consultations we held initially. 

It hasn’t stopped – Nicole has also been committed in ensuring the Parish is given help since the installation 

and shared her time and vision for the future – to sum up: “A valuable member of our team” 

See next page for pictures 
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Key learning points from the project: 

 A detailed consultation is very important; it forms the backbone of any funding applications as it provides 

evidence of need to the funder and shows you are serious about your project. It also enables you to give 

a much better brief to the supplier, and ensures that all quotes you get are working from the same starting 

point, meaning that you can compare them more easily. 

 

 Consider timings; through no fault of their own, the Parish Council ended up having to close the play 

areas over some of the summer holidays. This led to issues with young people trying to use the equipment 

before it had passed its post installation inspection. 

 

 Keep residents informed – the village was updated via a project Facebook page, in the parish newsletter, 

on the parish council website and in the local paper. Residents were also given the opportunity to view 

the final design from the preferred supplier. 

 

 Ensure you agree at the start of the installation exactly who is responsible for each stage, such as 

watering any new turf. 

 

 Make sure that the site is clearly marked as a building site and not safe for use until all security fencing has 

been removed.  
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Sport England: Groundsmanship for Sports Clubs 

Sport England has published an online resource for sports clubs. Called ‘Groundsmanship for Sports Clubs’, it 

provides valuable support for volunteers, coaches, club officials and the ‘hands-on’ groundsman. The resource 

includes advice, images and videos to help those at grassroots level to look after their sports grounds and 

maintain their pitches. 

The resource is split into sections on 

Understanding the basics 

Football 

Cricket 

Rugby Union 

Rugby League 

Topics covered include health and safety, tasks and equipment, materials, seasonal management, the latest 

news, and a ‘live’ diary of issues that have arisen which may impact on groundsmen looking after their local 

pitches. 

 

Guidance on line marking of pitches 

The FA has produced some guidance, (Guidance Notes on Line Marking of Football Pitches 2017-2018) 

available on its website, on the main governing factors that affect the marking of white lines on pitches. The 3 

that must be followed are the same as for any other routine tasks in the workplace: 

• Duty of Care—under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, every employer has a duty of care to ensure 

that the workplace is safe for employees, contractors, visitors, players and spectators. 

• The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH) – to prevent ill health as a result of 

exposure to any hazardous substances in the workplace. 

• Risk Assessment—assessments must be carried out on all tasks in the workplace in relation to the nature of 

hazard, worst outcome, person (s) at risk, current precautions, estimated risk and further precautions taken. If 

this is correctly carried out it will ensure that an appropriate material is applied using best practice and 

ensuring the safety of groundsmen and players. 

If contractors are used to do the line marking then a specification should be drawn up based on the FA 

guidelines, to include all of the safeguards outlined. It could also specify the use of a particular product.  

 

The guidelines give details of suitable line marking compounds, machines that can be used to carry out the 

work, and the use of herbicides to reinforce line markings. It is the duty of playing field managers to ensure that 

regulations are adhered to. They are responsible in the eyes of the law. 
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OPFA has many information sheets 

on different topics covering all 

aspects of outdoor recreation 

provision. We have recently 

produced a new one on Pitch 

Maintenance. 

The full list of information sheets is 

opposite. 

 

Please contact OPFA if you would 

find any of them useful. We 

continue to produce information 

as the need arises, and also have 

access to a lot of information from 

our partner organisations. 

 

Colin Sanders 

Business Innovation 

Centre, 

Mewburn Road, 

Banbury, 

OX16 9PA 

Phone: 01295 817662    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no. 

304398). We work across Oxfordshire and South Northants. 

 

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 

disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 

recreational facilities, including children’s play.  

 

The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able 

to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice 

service for local Oxfordshire and South Northants groups. If you are 

working on an outdoor recreation project in your community, we 

would love to hear from you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

 Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 

responsible for the management of land. 

 Maintenance contractors 

 Pitch Maintenance 

 Accessible Play Areas 

 Accidents 

 Balls Walls 

 BMX Info 

 Playground Fencing and Gates 

 Funding Opportunities 

 Playground Inspections 

 Managing Charitable Playing Fields 

 Maintenance Contractors 

 Playground Notices 

 Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 

 Problems with Dogs 

 Project Plan – Play Area Development 

 Project Plan – Skate Park Development 

 Risk Management and Risk Assessments 

 Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines 

Helping communities make  

good space for sport and play 


