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Introducing OPFA 

OPFA works to ensure that everyone of all ages and all abilities has access to good 

quality local facilities for outdoor sport and play. We have been working across 

Oxfordshire since the 1930s.  Thanks to funding from South Northants District Council, 

our service is now available in the district and is currently free of charge. 

Why our work is important 

We know that if your local outdoor recreation space is well looked after, with good 

quality equipment and is easily accessible, your community will make good use of it. 

Investing in these kind of facilities helps to get local residents fit, provides them with 

opportunities for formal and informal sport, play and fun. Outdoor recreation spaces 

are vital community assets . 

Most local outdoor spaces for sport and recreation, such as playgrounds, playing 

fields and multi-use games areas, are provided and managed by volunteers, such as 

parish councils.   

OPFA provides the moral support 

and advice to help them to do their 

job well. We help local playing 

space managers with their 

questions, no matter how big or 

small those questions may be. We 

can signpost you to the right source 

of advice, put you in touch with 

others who have been through the 

process and help you with ideas for sources of funding. We can support you through 

a project, such as a playground refurbishment, or just with one-off advice. 

Our newsletter 

As part of our service, we provide a quarterly newsletter. We hope it gives a flavour of 

the kind of advice and information that we can help you with and that you will find 

this first edition useful. 

If you would like to be added to 

the mailing list, please contact 

Nicole O’Donnell on 

oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

 

Please do get in touch, we look 

forward to helping you. 
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The OPFA advice service is wide 

ranging and varied. No question is 

too silly or too small! Just some of 

the practical ways that we can 

help you include: 

 

 Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 

playgrounds, including facilities 

for toddlers and teenagers 

 A regularly updated series 

of information sheets  covering a 

wide range of topics (see page 9 

for full list) 

 Support and advice on new 

projects such as a new children’s 

play area, pavilion or sports 

ground 

 Advice on skate park and 

wheeled sports facilities 

 Advice on teen facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guidance on standards and 

legislation affecting play and 

sporting facilities 

 Local examples of other 

successful projects, with local 

people to contact 

 Advice and information on a 

wide range of suppliers and 

manufacturers 

 Regular networking and 

training events  

 Identifying funding opportunities 

 Advice on consultations 

 Project management advice 

 What to do if your local playing 

field is threatened with 

redevelopment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Advice on managing a 

charitable playing field 

 Maintenance and inspection 

information  

 

Contact us for help and support on 

01295 817662 or 

oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

How can we help you? 

 
 The 10 Principles for Designing Successful Play Spaces 

Play England campaigns for all children and young people to have freedom and space to play 

throughout childhood. Their publication ‘Design for Play: A guide to creating successful play spaces’ is 

essential reading for anyone involved in developing and improving outdoor play spaces. They work 

from 10 principles for designing successful play spaces. They say that: ‘Successful play spaces… 

 Are ‘bespoke’ 

 Are well located 

 Make use of natural elements 

 Provide a wide range of play experiences 

 Are accessible to both disabled and non-disabled   children 

 Meet community needs 

 Allow children of different ages to play 

together 

 Build in opportunities to experience risk 

and challenge 

 Are sustainable and appropriately 

maintained 

 Allow for change and evolution.’ 
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 Parks and Green Spaces are Good For 

You! 

Angela Lewis, Head of Programmes at Fields in Trust, writes about the vital 

work that Fields in Trust does, and how this can help landowners in South Northants. 

Well-designed and well-maintained, accessible green space can have a significant impact on public health. 

Early findings from newly commissioned research by Fields in Trust demonstrates the health and wellbeing 

benefits of parks and green spaces for the first time at a UK-wide level. As well as delivering better general 

health we have found that people who visit parks and green spaces most regularly report higher levels of life 

satisfaction, happiness and sense of worth.  

Fields in Trust is the only UK-wide charity legally protecting parks and green spaces in perpetuity This protection 

is the only way to future-proof these vulnerable spaces for community use. 

As we have done since our establishment in 1925, we champion and support our parks and green spaces by 

protecting them for people to enjoy in perpetuity; because once green spaces are lost, they are lost forever. 

Parks and green spaces are vital to building happy and healthy communities and sadly continue to be 

threatened by building development.  

We were founded by King George V in 1925. This royal link continues today with HM The Queen serving as our 

Patron since 1952 and HRH The Duke of Cambridge serving as our President – a role he took over from his 

grandfather, The Duke of Edinburgh, who served as President from 1947 until he stepped down in 2013. 

Partnerships with landowners are crucial. Fields in Trust works with more than 550 local authorities, Town and 

Parish Councils and Community Councils who each have at least one park or green space protected in 

perpetuity. We aim to extend this reach further and increase both the number of partnerships we have with 

landowners and the number of parks and green spaces we protect. 

Fields in Trust currently safeguards over 2,600 sites, a total of 30,000 acres of land (12,140ha.) including 

playgrounds, playing fields, and formal and informal parkland across the UK. Recreational spaces in residential 

areas remain a priority for protection at a time when there is pressure on land for new housing development.  

Parks and playing fields protected with a Fields in Trust Deed of Dedication ensure that the land will be 

available for community use, in perpetuity. Fields in Trust does not charge landowners for protection, and each 

site receives a commemorative plaque, free of charge, to indicate its protected status.  

 

 

If you would like to find out 

more about protecting 

recreational land with us, 

including our Programme 

commemorating the 100th 

Anniversary of World War I, 

please contact Angela Lewis 

on 020 7427 2111 or at 

angela.lewis@fieldsintrust.org.  
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Funding update 

O P F A  S . N O R T H A N T S N E W S L E T T E R  

An important part of the OPFA role is to offer advice on 

sources of funding and funding applications. Whilst we 

don’t have funding to give out ourselves, we 

appreciate how daunting it can be to try and find 

funding for your projects. 

In each newsletter we cover funds that may be of use 

to playing field managers looking to improve their 

facilities.  

The Greggs Foundation is currently accepting 

applications from local not-for-profit organisations that 

have a Greggs shop in their region and need funding 

for an environmental project that benefits their 

community. Grants of up to £2000 are available. 

Preference is given to projects which include one of 

more of the following: 

 Improves the local environment. 

 Insures involvement of local communities. 

 Delivers a sustainable and measurable 

difference. 

 Supports people in need. 

Grants can cover the purchase of equipment, sessional 

salary costs, purchase of trees/plants, small capital 

projects and learning activities. Although any not-for-

profit organisation can apply, preference will be given 

to small, locally based and community led 

organisations with a turnover not in excess of £300,000 

per annum. The first 2018 deadline for applications is 9 

March 2018. 

www.greggsfoundation.org.uk 

The Good Exchange is an online community that 

automatically matches eligible applications for 

charitable funding with funders, donors and fundraisers. 

The Good Exchange will also claim Gift Aid on behalf 

of applicants (rules apply) and funders also have the 

opportunity to match fund donations to projects. The 

Good Exchange will automatically add a 5%+VAT fee 

to the target amount, which will be recouped on each 

transaction. The fee is applicable only to funds raised.   

https://thegoodexchange.com/ 

The Garfield Weston Foundation funds local charities 

across the UK. To celebrate the Foundation’s 60th 

anniversary they have launched an additional grants 

scheme that will be open to applications from 5th 

January to 30th June 2018 exclusively – the Weston 

Anniversary Fund. This is a Capital grants scheme to 

provide new or improve existing community facilities. 

Applying is a simple one-step process. It is open to UK 

registered charities, Charitable Incorporated 

Organisations (CIOs) places of worship and state 

schools with a total income under £3million 

Grants range from £30,000 – £150,000 and the total 

project cost must not  exceed £300,000 

https://anniversary.garfieldweston.org/weston-

anniversary-fund/ 

The Sport England Community Asset Fund is dedicated 

to enhancing the spaces in local communities that 

give people the opportunity to be active. Sport 

England wants to help local organisations to create 

quality and financially sustainable facilities that benefit 

their community for years to come – which may mean 

providing help to get things up and running too  

The fund is open all of the time  You will only be asked 

to supply supporting documents once your application 

has been assessed and an in-principle decision has 

been made. 

Football-only projects are not eligible and neither are 

small scale cricket projects, as these receive Sport 

England funding through other channels. Sport England 

have produced a guide to the fund and advice on 

developing your project. Both can be found on their 

website, along with the application form. Play areas 

are not eligible for funding but skate ramps are, as well 

as other sporting facilities. 

https://www.sportengland.org/funding/community-

asset-fund/ 

National Lottery Awards for All offers funding from £300 

to £10,000 to support what matters to people and 

communities. It has three funding priorities, including  

improving the places and spaces that matter to 

communities. Small organisations are given priority and 

your community must be involved in the project. 

https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/funding/

programmes/national-lottery-awards-for-all-england 
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Active Spaces: £5000 grant funding available for the 

South Northants area 

Active Spaces, is a new programme run by Fields in Trust and funded by the London Marathon Charitable 

Trust, which aims to get more people physically active and using outdoor spaces.  There is currently £5000 

available for the South Northants area.  

The programme aims to help increase participation in many types of physical activity on local parks, playing 

fields and green spaces which will be protected for future generations to use and enjoy. 

Parks and informal green spaces have an important role to play in helping deliver the current physical activity 

agenda, being the settings for entry level activity – inactive people don’t suddenly start playing sport in a 

formal setting, they walk, jog, cycle or play – and they need safe local green spaces to do this. 

The Active Spaces programme combines the protection in perpetuity of green spaces, together with revenue 

funding to engage inactive people on those spaces. Each site will be offered delivery of a physical activity 

project on-site to the value of £5,000 to serve local needs and target identified groups of inactive people. 

 Sites and projects are selected following an assessment which will include likely impact and will also consider 

whether local funding has been secured to increase project value. The activation projects can be delivered 

by: 

 programme delivery partner Our Parks; 

 the local council itself;  

 a delivery agent selected by the local council 

Projects will be subject to monitoring and evaluation reporting and will run during 2017 and 2018. 

Find out more 

The next funding rounds are in February and April. For more information contact Angela Lewis  on 020 7427 

2111 or at angela.lewis@fieldsintrust.org 



 

6 

O P F A  S . N O R T H A N T S N E W S L E T T E R  W I N T E R  2 0 1 8  

 
 Playground Notices 

What makes a good playground notice? What 

information should you include? No law says that 

you should have a sign at your playground, but it is 

good practice to have one. It is recommended 

that you fix your sign to the play area gate, or 

somewhere easily visible if not. As a minimum, it 

should include: 

The name of the owner of the play area 

A contact telephone number for the owner 

The location of the play area. 

The location of the play area is very important for coping with accidents. In the rare case that playground 

users need to direct an ambulance to the play area, they will need to know which play area they are in—

obvious if you are a local resident, maybe not so obvious if you are a visitor to the area. 

Please contact Nicole on oxfordshirepfa@gmail,com to receive a copy of our information sheet on Playground 

Notices 

Playground inspections 

Playground operators have moral and legal duties to provide a safe play area for all those who use it. The 

‘Health and Safety at Work Act (1974)’ puts a duty of care on playground managers and requires them to 

ensure that playgrounds are safe. Section 3 of the 1992 regulations under the act also requires that a formal risk 

assessment be carried out on the play area. Most insurance companies insist on inspections before renewing 

the insurance cover for the playground. Having regular inspections by a suitably qualified person ensures that 

the play area and equipment are safe for use by the community. 

The European Standard EN 1176 recommends at least one (preferably two) independent inspections each 

year. 

As a minimum, it is recommended that you do the following: 

 A post installation inspection for new equipment, to be carried out before it is open to the public. 

 A six-monthly or annual inspection carried out by an independent children’s playground expert, 

preferably a member of the Register of Play Inspectors International Ltd (RPII) 

 A quarterly operational inspection, especially in popular playgrounds or at peak times. A competent 

person, following the manufacturer’s instructions at all times, should carry out any maintenance work. 

 A monthly recorded inspection. This can be done by a member of the management committee, parish 

council, or any volunteer. You are recommended to keep a log book recording that such inspections 

have taken place and indicating any defects found that require attention. 

 A routine daily or weekly visual check. 

Bear in mind that these are minimum requirements. You may need to carry out more inspections at busy times 

such as the school holidays. 

OPFA will be running a training session for South Northants organisations on how to carry out playground 

inspections. Date to be confirmed. The training will include a practical session out in a play area. All delegates 

will receive a certificate of attendance, 

Please contact Nicole on oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com to register your interest.  
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Amenity Forum Updating Events: ‘Meeting the 

Challenge’ 

The Amenity Forum promotes the safe and environmentally friendly use of pesticides within the UK amenity 

sector. It is running a series of Updating Events at venues across the UK. The half day events are free to 

attend, although delegates are required to register in advance. 

The aim of the sessions is to address topical issues of interest and relevance to all involved in the amenity 

sector.  

Locations and dates include: 

Stoneleigh 6th March 

London 14th March 

Reading 21st March 

Cold Ashby, Northamptonshire 29th March 

This year there will also be three events within the programme especially designed for grounds staff and 

greenkeepers and hosted by Forum members the Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG) and the British and 

International Greenkeepers Association (BIGGA). Dates and venues are yet to be confirmed but will take 

place at locations in the North, Midlands and South. 

For further information email admin@amenityforum.net or visit 

http://www.amenityforum.co.uk/events.html 

 

How do I find a reputable playing field facilities supplier? 

OPFA is often asked to recommend suppliers. The need to remain impartial means that we cannot 

recommend specific suppliers, although we are aware of suppliers that have been used on local sites. If you 

are looking for a supplier for improvements to your playing field facilities, the Sport and Play Construction 

Association (SAPCA) is a good place to start. SAPCA is the trade association that represents businesses 

committed to raising the quality standards of all sports, physical activity, recreation and play facilities that are 

designed, built and maintained across the UK. For a full list of suppliers visit their website. If you are looking for a 

play area supplier, similarly the Association of Play Industries (API) is a good place to start. The API is the lead 

trade organization for the UK play sector. API's accredited 

members are experienced, professional play experts who 

design, install and maintain high-quality equipment .  

http://www.sapca.org.uk/list-of-sapca-members  

http://www.api-play.org/api-member-details/outdoor-play-

equipment-manufacturers 
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Outdoor table tennis: a fresh idea for your playing field or 

park? 

 

Outdoor table tennis tables are increasingly 

to be found in our parks and on our playing 

field sites. Following the success of Ping!, a 

project run by Table Tennis England that 

promoted outdoor table tennis by placing 

outdoor table tennis tables in a series of 

locations across London to mark London 

2012, such facilities are continuing to 

increase in popularity. 

 

 

If you are looking to make improvements to the facilities at your playing field or park, an outdoor table tennis 

table is a good one to consider. It provides a low cost option that enables the local community to participate in 

physical activity on a social basis and crucially, free of charge. 

The English Table Tennis Association (ETTA) has produced some information, guidance and recommendations for 

those embarking upon an outdoor table tennis project. 

Key points to consider: 

 Place table tennis tables where they will be visible, with each table in an area of 4m x 8m. This enables 

enough space for players to move freely round the table. 

 There should be a clear height of at least 3m above the table to enable the ball to move freely, and 

tables should ideally be placed where the wind is broken up by trees, hedges or walls. 

 Tables should be placed on a hard surface to avoid wear and tear on grass or displacement of loose fill 

surfacing. Hard surfaces are easily accessible, including for wheelchairs and pushchairs, and concrete or 

tarmac are recommended. Consider the cost of the surfacing, including the installation, when you are 

costing your project. Research shows that the cost of a 4m x 8m concrete surface ranges from £1500 to 

£3000. 

 Concrete table tennis tables are ideal for public access facilities, such as playing fields or parks. They are 

placed directly on to the surface by the manufacturer. When you are choosing your location, bear in 

mind that installers will need to be able to reach it with heavy vehicles. 

 The English Table Tennis Association recommends that tables should be disability friendly; supporting legs 

should be set back 40cm from the end of the table to allow a wheelchair to manoeuvre freely. 

 Consider how users will access bats and balls – whether they will bring their own or hire them from you. 

 

 

For further information visit the ETTA website. 

https://tabletennisengland.co.uk/play/social-table-tennis/outdoor-tt-advice/  
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OPFA has many information sheets 

on different topics covering all 

aspects of outdoor recreation 

provision. We have recently 

produced a new one on Pitch 

Maintenance. 

The full list of information sheets is 

opposite. 

 

Please contact OPFA if you would 

find any of them useful. We 

continue to produce information 

as the need arises, and also have 

access to a lot of information from 

our partner organisations. 

 

Colin Sanders 

Business Innovation 

Centre, 

Mewburn Road, 

Banbury, 

OX16 9PA 

Phone: 01295 817662    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no. 

304398). We work across Oxfordshire and South Northants. 

 

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 

disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 

recreational facilities, including children’s play.  

 

The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able 

to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice 

service for local Oxfordshire and South Northants groups. If you are 

working on an outdoor recreation project in your community, we 

would love to hear from you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

 Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 

responsible for the management of land. 

 Maintenance contractors 

 Pitch Maintenance 

 Accessible Play Areas 

 Accidents 

 Balls Walls 

 BMX Info 

 Playground Fencing and Gates 

 Funding Opportunities 

 Playground Inspections 

 Managing Charitable Playing Fields 

 Maintenance Contractors 

 Playground Notices 

 Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 

 Problems with Dogs 

 Project Plan – Play Area Development 

 Project Plan – Skate Park Development 

 Risk Management and Risk Assessments 

 Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines 

Helping communities make  

good space for sport and play 


