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OPFA Member Survey  

Thank you to those members who took the time and trouble to complete our 

membership survey, which was circulated via email in March this year. Your 

feedback is valuable to us and enables us to see whether we are meeting the 

needs of our members. 

We are very pleased to report that responses were largely very positive, with 95% 

of respondents finding our service useful. Members like the fact that OPFA are 

here and that we offer a unique service that is not provided by any other 

organization in the county. 88% of respondents liked the fact that they can 

access our service as and when they require it, and we were pleased to see that 

66% of respondents would recommend us to others. 

Your feedback tells us that you are happy with the format of this newsletter but 

that you would like to read more case studies and news from what has been 

happening in our county. If you have a news story that you would be willing to 

share — either to shout about your success in improving the outdoor play spaces 

in your area , or any experience on your recreation projects that you feel other 

OPFA members would find useful, please do get in touch. We would love to hear 

from you. Nothing is as valuable as hearing from someone who has ‘been there, 

done that.’ 
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The OPFA advice service is wide 

ranging and varied. No question is 

too silly or too small! Just some of 

the practical ways that we can 

help you include: 

 

 Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 

playgrounds, including facilities 

for toddlers and teenagers 

 A regularly updated series 

of information sheets  covering a 

wide range of topics (see page 

10 for full list) 

 Support and advice on new 

projects such as a new children’s 

play area, pavilion or sports 

ground 

 Advice on skate park and 

wheeled sports facilities 

 Advice on teen facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guidance on standards and 

legislation affecting play and 

sporting facilities 

 Local examples of other 

successful projects, with local 

people to contact 

 Advice and information on a 

wide range of suppliers and 

manufacturers 

 Regular networking and 

training events  

 Identifying funding opportunities 

 Advice on consultations 

 Project management advice 

 What to do if your local playing 

field is threatened with 

redevelopment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Advice on managing a 

charitable playing field 

 Maintenance and inspection 

information  

 

Contact us for help and support on 

01295 817662 or 

oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

How can we help you? 
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 Consulting on your new play area 

If you are looking to improve your play area, the first place to start is by consulting with local residents. This is  

of huge importance to the success of your project for two reasons; one clearly is in order to come up with a 

design that meets the needs of the community.  If you have consulted properly and listened to what residents 

are saying, you will find it much easier to come up with a design , and subsequently a play area that will be 

respected and looked after by all ages as they feel ownership for the space. Secondly, if you are applying to 

funders, you will be need to be able to demonstrate evidence of community need; a consultation will give 

you this. 

There are several ways that you can consult and communicate with residents. These are just some, you may 

be able to think of your own that are appropriate for your community: 

 Hold a consultation event—make sure it is well publicized in advance. Have pictures of different play 

equipment that you are considering for your space and ask people to vote for their top 3 by sticking a 

coloured sticker on each of the three they like best. If you give different age groups different coloured 

stickers, you will be able to see at a glance which equipment is favoured by each age group, and 

which are particular winners as they are favoured by several different age ranges. 

 Have a post-it note board at your consultation event—for people to write their ideas and thoughts  

 Circulate a questionnaire—if possible both electronically and on paper . 

 Get young children to draw how they play at the park. They may be too small to complete a 

questionnaire but still able to draw their favourite thing at the park. 

 Ask for help from your local school, or local groups such as a youth group, brownies, or cubs 

 Have a stall at a village event, such as the fete, to display your ideas and get feedback—this provides 

you with a captive audience and may save you from having to organize your own consultation day. 

 Ensure that you give regular updates on your project. Use means such as village newsletters, social 

media such as Facebook/Twitter, village notice boards.  

 Don’t forget to ask people about ancillary items such as benches and litter bins—important parts of a 

play area that people often feel strongly about! 

 

OPFA can offer support and advice and has direct experience of 

running consultations to ensure maximum details for funders and 

a good design. Please contact us for help.  
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Skipton Building Society has opened its Grassroots 

Giving programme for 2016, with a total funding pot 

of £81,500.  Community groups from across the UK 

can apply for grants of £500. 

Applications can be made online until 29 July 2016. 

Shortlisted groups will be announced on 1 September 

and will be put to public vote online and in Skipton 

Building Society branches around the country. Voting 

will close on 14 October 2016 and winners will be 

announced on 7 November 2016 

If you are a small community group that is doing 

good work in your area, you will be eligible to apply. 

Registered charities are not eligible to apply as the 

programme has been set up to support small groups 

that may struggle to find funding elsewhere. 

www.skiptongrg.co.uk 

Biffa Award have announced changes to their 

eligibility criteria, due to the fact that less waste is 

going into landfill  and therefore the percentage of 

tax that can be distributed through the Landfill 

Communities Fund is decreasing. In addition the 

scheme is heavily oversubscribed. 

The following changes have taken effect. 

·  All Community Buildings and Recreation  projects 

must be within 5 miles of a Biffa operation and 10 

miles of any landfill sites or 10 miles of an active Biffa 

Landfill site. 

·  The Small Grants Scheme will be closed in its current 

form. Biffa Award will now have one grant scheme 

where applicants can apply for between £10,000 and 

£75,000, with the project total cost not exceeding 

£200,000 inc VAT. In Oxfordshire Biffa has operations in 

Didcot and Culham. You can check if your project is 

eligible via the postcode checker on the Biffa Award 

website www.biffa-award.org 

Persimmon Community Champions helps local 

community groups, good causes and charities. All 

Persimmon’s businesses have £2,000 to give away 

every month . The charity match programme gives 

donations of up to £1000 to local UK groups and 

charities, which have already raised vital funds 

themselves.  

www.persimmonhomes.com/charity 

 

Helping Community Spaces Shine The Cif Clean Team 

are running a promotion, whereby 5 community 

centres can win the opportunity to get a special 

deep clean. If your sports pavilion or village hall is in 

need of this, visit the website to register and nominate 

your local community space. You will need to write a 

compelling statement which outlines how the space 

would benefit from a Cif clean and what impact it 

would have on the space. Nominations will close on 

15 July 2016.  http://ba.cifclean.co.uk/community 

One Family Foundation Customers of One Family can 

apply for a Community Award for support for a 

project in their  local community. Awards of £5,000 

and £25,000 are available for projects put forward by 

customers to improve their community.  Customers 

must have their policy number in order to apply. 

https://foundation.onefamily.com 

Sport England has published a new strategy for the 

next 4 years, called  ‘Towards an Active Nation’. The 

way that Sport England allocates its funding will be 

changing. The implications for local playing field 

managers looking to improve their facilities are that 

Small Grants, Inspired Facilities and Protecting Playing 

Fields will be replaced by a new Community Asset 

Fund that will award grants of between £10,000 and 

£150,000 for both indoor and outdoor facilities. It will 

be possible to apply for both revenue and capital 

funding as part of the same application. It will also be 

possible to apply for projects where the community is 

taking over the running of the facility from their Local 

Authority. The new fund will begin in 2016. 16% of Sport 

England funding will be invested in Facilities over the 

next 4 years. Major facility investment will be more 

successful for those projects that apply for multi-sport 

hubs, where sport facilities work alongside other local 

facilities. 

The Playing Field website has an article detailing the 

key points, with links to relevant information. 

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/sport-england-publishes

-new-four-year-strategy/ 
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SAPCA (Sport and Play Construction Association) will be holding a Sports Surfaces Symposium at Kempton Park 

Racecourse on Tuesday 5 July 2016. The event, which is free to attend, provides delegates with an opportunity 

to meet suppliers and network with partner organisations, as well as getting advice from specialist 

advisers.  There will be a seminar programme, including the following topics: 

 Funding Sources for Sports Projects 

 Designing Sports Facilities to Maximise the Benefits of Physical Activity and Play 

 Understanding the Design and Construction of Bases for Outdoor Sports Facilities 

 Multi-Use Games Areas: How to Choose the Right Surface 

 How to Improve your Natural Turf Pitch 

 Effective Marketing for Sports Facilities to Attract and Retain Players 

and Users 

 Successful Lighting Schemes for Outdoor Sports 

 Open Forum: Synthetic Turf Sports Pitches 

 The Advantages of Non-Traditional Structures for Indoor Sports 

 The Maintenance of Synthetic Sports Surfaces 

 How to Select an Indoor Sports Floor 

 How to Deliver the Perfect Project 

For further information and to register to attend, visit the SAPCA website, www.sapca.org.uk 

SAPCA Sports Surfaces Symposium – 5 July 2016 
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PAT Testing Workshop  

12 July 2016, 1.30 p.m. and 4.30 p.m. at Yarnton Village 

Hall  
 

Quick Test are working with Community First Oxfordshire to keep your community building safe and will be 

running a Portable Appliance Testing workshop on Tuesday 12 July 2016. 

 If you are responsible for the village pavilion this may be useful for you. 

 

Did you know . . . 

 You are required by law to ensure that the electrical appliances you supply in your community 

building are safe.  The IET code of practice  recommends visual inspection and PAT testing as a means 

to take all reasonable steps to ensure the safety of your appliances 

 If there is a fire in your hall/pavilion the insurance company may reduce the payout if you cannot 

produce your PAT testing records even if the fire was not caused by an electrical fault. 

 The safety of your electrical appliances is important every day. Not just the day the PAT testing is 

done.  A regime of checking the condition of appliances in your hall/pavilion is easy to put in place. 

  

Reasons to attend a PAT Testing Training Course 

 Save the cost of hiring a contractor  by PAT testing yourself 

 Convenience - You can PAT test at your convenience rather than that of the contractor 

 Even if you don’t want to carry out your own PAT testing you will know what your responsibilities 

are.  You will know what your PAT testing contractor should be doing and when. 

 

Requirements to attend the Quick Test PAT training course 

 

 Common Sense – you do not have to be an electrician to PAT Test 

 Half a day of your time 

  

A Certificate of Competence in PAT testing will be awarded on successful completion of the course. 

  

All delegates will keep the fully illustrated training manual used on the course. 

The half-day workshop costs £65 + VAT for Community First Oxfordshire members and  £85.00 + VAT for non 

members.  

 

To book your place on the above workshop please contact Lynne Newin at Community First Oxfordshire  on 

01865 883488 or lynne.newin@communityfirstoxon.org 
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Don’t forget that The Playing Field website is now online for you to use. It has been designed to act as online 

resource for news, views, advice and guidance for the playing field community. Please visit the site  to have a 

look; keep up-to-date with the latest news and sign up for the newsletter.  

Please do also pass the site address on to any of your contacts. 

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/ 

 

O P F A  N E W S L E T T E R  S P R I N G  2 0 1 6  

Employing a maintenance contractor on your playing 

field or play area?  

If you are looking to employ a contractor to carry out maintenance work on your recreation spaces, there are 

some important issues to consider, in addition to the specific requirements for your local space. You should 

expect your contractor to; 

 be qualified and legally authorised to perform the work  

 own or have legal access to appropriate equipment, such as for  mowing and grass/growth removal 

 have legal and authorised access to relevant waste disposal sites and dispose of all waste within legal 

constraints. If they opt to do this via a third party, it still ultimately remains the responsibility of the 

contractor  to meet this requirement. 

 hold appropriate insurance to cover 

 • personal insurance 

 • damage performed to property 

 • damage to other parties (legal and accident health cover). 

          Ask your contractor to state the level of cover that they have for each of these 

 pay due attention to events occurring and plan work accordingly,  and be considerate to neighbours of 

the sites  

 Pay for any damage caused due to maintenance work, via their own insurance. 

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/
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TREVOR STEWART 

PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment 

RoSPA inspected & approved 

Designed to meet your needs and built to meet  

all current standards. 

SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING, 

GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC. 

Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground? 

NO PROBLEM  I can build on that! 

TREVOR STEWART 

4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON 

CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE 

TEL 01869 340660 

Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk 

Play Wales Toolkit – Use 

of school grounds for 

playing out of 

teaching hours 

Play Wales have produced a useful toolkit 

for schools and local organisations looking 

to work together to make school playing 

fields and play spaces available out of 

teaching hours. This can often be an 

important resource for communities where 

there is no publicly accessible playing field 

or where the public provision does not meet 

the demand. Using school facilities can be a 

solution to the problems that many 

communities face when sustained housing 

development puts increasing pressure on 

their local recreation facilities as the 

population grows. 

Schools may need to enter into a 

Community Use Agreement for their 

grounds. Useful information on this can be 

found on the Sport England website, 

including a template agreement. 

www.playwales.org.uk  

www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/

planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-

guidance/community-use-agreements/ 
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OPFA has many information sheets 

on different topics covering all 

aspects of outdoor recreation 

provision. We have recently 

produced a new one on Pitch 

Maintenance. 

The full list of information sheets is 

opposite. 

 

Please contact OPFA if you would 

find any of them useful. We 

continue to produce information 

as the need arises, and also have 

access to a lot of information from 

our partner organisations. 

 

Colin Sanders 

Business Innovation 

Centre, 

Mewburn Road, 

Banbury, 

OX16 9PA 

Phone: 01295 817662    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no. 

304398). We work across Oxfordshire.  

 

 

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 

disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 

recreational facilities, including children’s play.  

 

 

The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able 

to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice 

service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor 

recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from 

you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

 Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 

responsible for the management of land. 

 Maintenance contractors 

 Pitch Maintenance 

 Accessible Play Areas 

 Accidents 

 Balls Walls 

 BMX Info 

 Playground Fencing and Gates 

 Funding Opportunities 

 Playground Inspections 

 Managing Charitable Playing Fields 

 Playground Notices 

 Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 

 Problems with Dogs 

 Project Plan – Play Area Development 

 Project Plan – Skate Park Development 

 Risk Benefit Analysis 

 Risk Management and Risk Assessments 

 Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines 

Helping communities make  

good space for sport and play 


