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We are gauging whether we would have enough delegates to run a playground
inspection training course over the summer. To make the course viable we need
around 12 delegates. These courses normally run on a Saturday morning due to
the fact that most attendees are volunteers and therefore this fits better than
during the working week. We have been asked whether it would be possible to do
an evening session on a weekday. If you would be interested in attending, either
during the week or on a Saturday, please contact Nicole O’Donnell on
oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com in order that we can see whether we have enough
people to be able to run a course.

Help with your recreation space projects
Don’t forget that OPFA can help you through the whole process of a recreation
space improvement and not just for one off pieces of advice. We understand the
various issues involved at each stage of the process, in particular for playground
projects. Please contact us if you don’t know where to start and would like some
help, or even if you are part way through and need to know where next to turn

Improved Play
Areas for Bloxham
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Part of one of two recently refurbished play areas in Middleton Cheney, near
Banbury, which had OPFA involvement throughout.
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How can we help you?
The OPFA advice service is wide
ranging and varied. No question is
too silly or too small! Just some of
the practical ways that we can
help you include:

 Site visits to give on the spot
advice about playing fields or
playgrounds, including facilities
for toddlers and teenagers
 A regularly updated series
of information sheets covering a
wide range of topics (see page
10 for full list)
 Support and advice on new
projects such as a new children’s
play area, pavilion or sports
ground
 Advice on skate park and
wheeled sports facilities
 Advice on teen facilities

 Guidance on standards and
legislation affecting play and
sporting facilities
 Local examples of other
successful projects, with local
people to contact
 Advice and information on a
wide range of suppliers and
manufacturers
 Regular networking and
training events
 Identifying funding opportunities
 Advice on consultations
 Project management advice
 What to do if your local playing
field is threatened with
redevelopment

Post installation
inspections for new
playground projects.
All new play area installations should undergo
a post installation inspection by an
independent RPII (Register of Play Inspectors
International) qualified inspector before they
can be opened to the public. Ensure that you
have written into your agreement with your
supplier that they must rectify any snagging
identified as part of this inspection before
they hand the site over to you. A post
installation inspection generally costs in the
region of £400 including VAT and should be
factored into project costs when putting
together the budget for install. It is advisable
to source and organize this yourself so that
you can ensure that it is independent. To find
an inspector, visit the RPII website.
https://www.playinspectors.com/
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 Advice on managing a
charitable playing field
 Maintenance and inspection
information
Contact us for help and support on
01295 817662 or
oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com
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Funding update
The Calor Rural Community Fund is looking to support
community projects in rural communities that are in an
off mains gas location. Eligible projects are anything
from community centres, village halls and sporting
venues to youth clubs and scout groups, or even
initiatives to support the elderly. There are three levels
of funding available; 5 x £5,000 grants, 6 x £2,500 grants
and 10 x £1,000 grants available. Funding applied for
must equate to 50% or more of your total project cost.

Wooden Spoon is the charitable arm of rugby. Grants
are available for capital projects that support disabled
and disadvantaged young people. Playgrounds are
eligible and so are sporting facilities. Sporting projects
must include rugby in some way.
https://woodenspoon.org.uk/our-grants/

Please note that you must apply by 21st May.
https://www.calor.co.uk/communityfund/about-thefund/

The new Cherwell District Council Community
Infrastructure Capital Grant was launched in April. The
grant fund is open to applications from not-for-profit
voluntary and community organisations within the
Cherwell area.
The total budget for this scheme is £300,000, with
£100,000 allocation in each financial year over a three
year period.
Grants of up to 50% of the total eligible capital costs
and up to a threshold of £50,000 (excluding any
recoverable VAT) are available for projects that meet
the criteria as set out in the Guidance Document.

South Oxfordshire District Council currently has their
capital grant fund open for applications until 26th May.
Individual Councillor Grants are due to reopen in May/
June 2018. When dates are decided they will be
published on their website.

https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/118/
communities/290/community-grants/2

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/
community-advice-and-support/grants-andcommunity-loans

The Aviva Community Fund will reopen for applications
on 11th September 2018. Funding is available for
community projects that will make a positive difference Vale of White Horse District Council currently has their
in your community. Projects must be associated with a Capital Grant Fund and their New Homes Bonus Fund
community organization or charity and must take
open for applications until 6th June.
place in the UK. They must also be completed or well
underway before 31 December 2018.
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/
Projects must fit one of 4 categories:
community-advice-and-support/grants

Health and Wellbeing



Skills for Life



Community support



Inclusivity

https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/
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New Playing Field Planning Guidance from Sport England
Local planning authorities are required by law to consult with Sport England on any planning applications that
affect playing fields. This requirement was introduced in 1996 due to the concern over the loss of vital playing
fields, and has remained in place ever since, due to the vulnerability of playing fields amid increased
development pressures. A playing field is defined as ‘the whole of a site which encompasses at least one
playing pitch’. Sport England has recently updated its policy and guidance on planning applications in England.
Sport England will oppose the granting of planning permission for any development which would lead to the loss
of, or would prejudice the use of:



all or any part of a playing field,



land which has been used as a playing field and
remains undeveloped,



land allocated for use as a playing field

There are 5 specific exceptions where Sport England will not
oppose planning applications. These are:
Exception 1
A robust and up-to-date assessment has demonstrated, to the satisfaction of Sport England, that there is an
excess of playing field provision in the catchment, which will remain the case should the development be
permitted, and the site has no special significance to the interests of sport.
Exception 2
The proposed development is for ancillary facilities supporting the principal use of the site as a playing field, and
does not affect the quantity or quality of playing pitches or otherwise adversely affect their use.
Exception 3
The proposed development affects only land incapable of forming part of a playing pitch and does not:



reduce the size of any playing pitch;



result in the inability to use any playing pitch (including the maintenance of adequate safety margins and
run-off areas);



reduce the sporting capacity of the playing field to accommodate playing pitches or the capability to
rotate or reposition playing pitches to maintain their quality;



result in the loss of other sporting provision or ancillary facilities on the site; or



prejudice the use of any remaining areas of playing field on the site.

Exception 4
The area of playing field to be lost as a result of the proposed development will be replaced, prior to the
commencement of development, by a new area of playing field:



of equivalent or better quality, and



of equivalent or greater quantity, and



in a suitable location, and



subject to equivalent or better accessibility and management arrangements.

Exception 5
The proposed development is for an indoor or outdoor facility for sport, the provision of which would be of
sufficient benefit to the development of sport as to outweigh the detriment caused by the loss, or prejudice to
the use, of the area of playing field

5

Improved Play Areas for Bloxham
Jenny Yates, Chair of Bloxham Parish Council, writes about useful learning from two recent play area
refurbishments—a must read if you are looking to improve your play space.
Bloxham Parish Council secured S106 funds from two housing developments by putting forward the case that
to enable residents of the developments to integrate with the village there was not a requirement for small
equipped play areas on those sites, instead a greater benefit for the whole community would derive from
improved play facilities on two existing village sites:- The Recreation Ground and The Jubilee Park. S106 funding
is developer contributions towards infrastructure and facility development in communities where new housing
is being built. It is a very good way of deriving benefit to the community from new development. OPFA can
help you to assess the needs in your community and the best use for S106.
The Parish Council agreed to divide the funds equally between the two areas.
The Trustees of the Recreation Ground and the Jubilee Park Management Committee were asked by the
Parish Council to consider items suitable for improving their respective play areas. A small working group
comprising members of the Parish Council, the Chairman of the Jubilee Park Management Committee and a
Trustee representative of the Recreation Ground was formed to oversee the allocation of the funds and to
manage the project through to its conclusion.
An "ideas event" was held at the village's annual summer festival (Bloxfest) for children to draw their ideal play
park.
A brief for play equipment suppliers was drawn up using advice from OPFA.
Four suppliers were selected, asked to carry out site visits. and to submit their recommendations together with
quotes. Draft layouts were made public at "Drop in and Chat" sessions held by the Parish Council and residents
were asked for their views and comments. Both Trustees and Committee members selected their preferred
plan and supplier. The Parish Council placed the order. Unfortunately at this point there was a hold up with our
funding. Therefore a point of advice would be for other Parish Councils to be absolutely sure that all the S106
documents clearly and accurately reference the areas where the funds are to be spent before embarking on
this process. In addition, when making bids for this funding include a maintenance figure. After a considerable
delay, the equipment orders were eventually processed.
See following page for a checklist of important points to take note of when undertaking similar projects.
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Improved Play Areas for Bloxham - important points to
note
Points to note for Parish Councils:-



If money is being allocated via S106 funds, ensure all
Legal Agreements are in place and signed.



Agree with your District Council when funds will be
available; sometimes funds are due at different stages
of the development build.



The Parish Council must agree how to handle the delay
in the reclamation of VAT.

When agreeing the contract with the supplier ensure careful consideration is given to the following:-



Ensure that all legal compliance documents, such as Waste Carrier Licence and Insurance Liabilities
Certificates are supplied prior to the start, including from all sub contractors.



Existing equipment; should it be retained and refurbished and by whom?

Safety surfacing;



Decide the type most suitable to the equipment and existing layout.



If new safety surfacing is to be laid over existing, will the resultant surface be flat?



How easy, will it be in future to replace any areas of wear to the safety surface?

Future maintenance:



How will the area surrounding the equipment be maintained e.g. is there sufficient access to mow
around the equipment?



Ensure that a local representative is on hand to oversee the works as they are being undertaken.



Ensuring that a "snagging" list is kept and relayed to the supplier.



Arrange a formal handover by the Contractor.



Organise a post installation check to be done before the safety barriers are removed



Check that all maintenance and repair instructions are supplied.



Ensure that all the required tools to carry out future maintenance
are supplied.



Ensure the your existing insurance policy will cover the new play
equipment.



Update Insurance cover.



Take before and after photos



Update the signage for the area.



Update the regular play inspection checklist to take account of
the new equipment.



Retain all the maintenance information in a general file for future
use.
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TREVOR STEWART

Updates to EN1176 :
Playground Equipment
and Surfacing

PLAY EQUIPMENT

EN1176 is the standard to which all new
playgrounds should apply. Originally published
on 1st January 1999, the standard has since
undergone revisions roughly every 10 years. An
updated version of the standard was published
at the end of 2017. There will be a year’s grace
in order to give suppliers, manufacturers and
installers time to ensure their equipment
complies. The old standard will be withdrawn on
31 October 2018. It is not mandatory to comply
with the standard, but it follows best practice,
and therefore all new installations should meet its
requirements. By ensuring that your playground
equipment complies, you are less likely to fall
foul of the possibility of litigation in the event of
an accident on your site.
It is not enough just to assume that your
equipment complies and therefore you have
done everything necessary. Playground
managers should have a robust inspection and
maintenance regime in place, including a risk
assessment for the whole site. OPFA can offer
guidance on what your inspection regime
should include.

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment
RoSPA inspected & approved
Designed to meet your needs and built to meet
all current standards.
SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING,
GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC.
Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground?
NO PROBLEM I can build on that!

TREVOR STEWART

A common sense approach is however
important. Playgrounds should be ‘as safe as
necessary’ , bearing in mind that it is impossible
to avoid accidents completely. Properly
managed and maintained playgrounds are very
safe places. A good playground should involve
an element of challenge and enable children to
learn about risk in a controlled environment.
Equipment designed to EN1176 should filter out
incompetence—for example the bottom rung of
a ladder may be designed slightly higher to
prevent children from accessing it until they are
capable of doing so. This does not allow for
parents lifting their children on to it, but really if a
child cannot get there on their own, they should
not be on the equipment. Children should be
able to assess the risks associated with using the
playground and do what they are capable of.
Your responsibility as a playground manager is to
manage the risks they cannot be expected to
foresee, such as chain links in a swing.

4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON
CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE

TEL 01869 340660
Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk
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Helping communities make
good space for sport and play

Colin Sanders

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no.
304398). We work across Oxfordshire.

Business Innovation
Centre,

Mewburn Road,
Banbury,

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with
disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and
recreational facilities, including children’s play.

OX16 9PA
The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able
to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice
service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor
recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from
you.

Phone: 01295 817662

Web: www.opfa.org.uk

E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com

Information sheets available
OPFA has many information sheets
on different topics covering all
aspects of outdoor recreation
provision. We have recently
produced a new one on Pitch
Maintenance.
The full list of information sheets is
opposite.
Please contact OPFA if you would
find any of them useful. We
continue to produce information
as the need arises, and also have
access to a lot of information from
our partner organisations.





















Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee
responsible for the management of land.
Maintenance contractors
Pitch Maintenance
Accessible Play Areas
Accidents
Balls Walls
BMX Info
Playground Fencing and Gates
Funding Opportunities
Playground Inspections
Managing Charitable Playing Fields
Maintenance Contractors
Playground Notices
Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility
Problems with Dogs
Project Plan – Play Area Development
Project Plan – Skate Park Development
Risk Management and Risk Assessments
Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines

9

