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OPFA membership 2019
Thank you to all of our members who have recently renewed their membership either
by BACS or by cheque. We are very grateful. Your support is vital in enabling us to
carry out our work, and we hope you will continue to find membership beneficial in
the coming year.

INCLUDED IN THIS
ISSUE:

OPFA consultancy

Dealing with
vandalism
Swalcliffe
Community
Woodland Play
Park
SODC and VWDH
staff volunteering
scheme

We understand the importance of good quality, locally accessible spaces for
outdoor sport and play and we know that by joining OPFA, our members do too. This
is borne out in the number of our members who are bucking trends by working hard
to provide, improve and maintain these spaces.
The importance of this work is also borne out in recently published research from
Natural England. The report, published on the .gov.uk website, says that: ‘The findings
highlight the importance of local greenspaces, including urban parks, recreation
grounds and playgrounds for children’s play and experience of the natural world.
Across all age groups and backgrounds, local greenspaces provide an important
opportunity for children to experience the natural environment on a regular basis,
with these spaces becoming even more vital for children who are least likely to visit
the natural environment frequently.’
You can read about a great example of this kind of work on pages 4-5. OPFA has
been working with the project team in Swalcliffe to provide a new Community
Woodland Play Area, opened on 12 March after 4 years of hard work. A local mother
commented to the project team "you can't overestimate the difference that this is
making to our lives. We now meet up with other parents and children that we
wouldn't otherwise get to know!"

Amenity Forum
developing new
standard for

Such spaces are important not just for children, but for all generations.

management of
amenity areas

OPFA is looking forward to
working with you over the
coming year to further
ensure that our
communities are able
enjoy these vital spaces.

Funding update
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How can we help you?
The OPFA advice service is wide
ranging and varied. No question is
too silly or too small! Just some of
the practical ways that we can
help you include:

•

•

•

•
•

• Guidance on standards and
legislation affecting play and
Site visits to give on the spot
sporting facilities
advice about playing fields or
• Local examples of other
playgrounds, including facilities
successful projects, with local
for toddlers and teenagers
people to contact
A regularly updated series
• Advice and information on a
of information sheets covering a
wide range of suppliers and
wide range of topics
manufacturers
Support and advice on new
• Regular networking and
projects such as a new children’s
training events
play area, pavilion or sports
• Identifying funding opportunities
ground
• Advice on consultations
Advice on skate park and
• Project management advice
wheeled sports facilities
• What to do if your local playing
Advice on teen facilities
field is threatened with
redevelopment

OPFA consultancy
Don’t forget that OPFA has expanded its
services as a result of recognizing changing
needs in our county. We now offer chargeable
consultancy for more detailed work not
covered by our standard service. Among other
things, this includes working closely with parishes
who are facing housing development to identify
the impact on recreation facilities, or acting as
the project manager on playground
improvement projects.

For further details visit our website, or contact
our Community Development Officer, Nicole
O’Donnell on oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com
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• Advice on managing a
charitable playing field
• Maintenance and inspection
information
Contact us for help and support on
01295 817662 or
oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com

Dealing with Vandalism
Unfortunately having to deal with vandalism is a problem faced by many play area managers. It is not an easy
problem to solve, but these top tips may help, in particular if you are in the process of designing a new or
refurbished play area.

•

Sight lines and openness are really important. The site is much less likely to be vandalised if it can clearly
be seen by passers by, or by police doing a drive –by. It is much better for both the safety of users and to
prevent vandalism, if the play area is overlooked and can clearly be seen.

•

Children don’t play where they can’t be seen, as it makes them feel insecure. Children like to be see and
be seen.

•

Where possible get police input into any new play development, from either the Crime Prevention by
Design Advisor or your local Police Community Support Officer.

•

Involve children in the development and design of the new play area. Providing what they want, as far
as is feasible, will ensure that the play area is well used, and will create ownership among the young
people. They will therefore be more likely to look after it.

•

Keep your site well maintained. Places that look good are less likely to be vandalised
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Swalcliffe Community Woodland Play Area
On 12th March, OPFA attended the opening event of the Swalcliffe Community Woodland Play Area. A project
that has been 4 and a half years in the making, the new outdoor space is a huge success and testament to
what can be achieved in a small community.
The idea of a new play amenity for young children was first mooted as part of the Swalcliffe Village Plan process
back in 2014. The village had no safe outdoor space for young children to play. The site was generously leased
to the village by Swalcliffe Park School for the benefit of the local community and full planning permission was
granted by Cherwell District Council in September 2017.
It took hours of design and discussions, form filling and fundraising, chopping and clearing to get to the point
where work could start on site. Much of the work was done by volunteers from the village. £45,000 was needed
to fund the initial capital development work. This target was reached thanks to generous donations from
Cherwell District Council, The Lottery Community Fund, Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment, Banbury Charities,
Tesco, Waitrose and Partners, as well as Swalcliffe Parish Council and the Swalcliffe Village Fund.
The Play Park was designed for children to explore, learn and enjoy the rich biodiversity of a small native English
woodland in a safe and secure setting. It is a magical space filled with the spirit of adventure and play located
in the grounds in front of the Swalcliffe Park School. Features include swings, a hill platform with a slide, a
crawling pipe, a willow tunnel, a sensory area, wooden stepping stones, bird and bug boxes, nature signs, picnic
area, mud kitchen and a circular trail all created to give children the outdoor experience.
Sometimes it felt like a long haul for the project group, particularly given they were starting from scratch and not
refurbishing an existing amenity. The group are now rightly very excited about having such an attractive and
valuable learning and play amenity within their community. Their vision is that it will be used by children from all
the surrounding villages as well as local schools and playgroups, too – a wonderful counterbalance to the
endless lure of personal electronic devices!
Chairman Neil Urquhart said, “Our initial vision for a play facility grew into an exciting opportunity for children in
the local area to explore and learn about wildlife. I am delighted to be involved with this project and would
also encourage teachers at local play groups and primary schools to come and use it as an inspiring outdoor
classroom”.
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SODC and VWDH staff
volunteering scheme

TREVOR STEWART
PLAY EQUIPMENT

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse
District Councils are keen to increase
volunteering opportunities for employees.
Not only does it helps the councils to develop
and strengthen links with the local community, it
gives community groups access to much
needed volunteer support.
Council colleagues can volunteers for
organisations, which operate across the South
and Vale, that are working to improve social,
economic or environmental wellbeing for the
residents of South or Vale.
If you would like to find out more please contact
Suzi Wild – Community Liaison Officer –
suzi.wild@southandvale.gov.uk 01235 422171

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment

‘Happy volunteering, happy helping out.’

RoSPA inspected & approved
Designed to meet your needs and built to meet

Amenity Forum
developing new
standard for
management of amenity
areas

all current standards.
SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING,
GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC.
Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground?
NO PROBLEM I can build on that!

TREVOR STEWART
4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON

TurfPro recently wrote about the work that the
Amenity Forum is doing on developing a new
standard for the management of amenity areas.
The standard will be designed to ensure that
those undertaking amenity management
operations are doing so at the highest
standards. The aim is to help make safe and
healthy public spaces and aid those who are
placing tenders or employing operators.

CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE

TEL 01869 340660
Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk

The full TurfPro article is available via the
following link:
http://landpower.newsweaver.co.uk/turfpro/
xqc7b8fkbvz?a=1&p=54858108&t=29792292

https://amenityforum.co.uk/
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Funding update
WHSmith Community Grants are part of a new scheme
run by the WHSmith Trust. It uses the money from the 5p
plastic bag levy to make grants for projects that
support the community. Community groups can apply
for up to £500 during two annual application rounds –
1st October to 31st March, and 1st April to 30th
September. Grants will be awarded at the end of
each six month period. The following groups are
eligible to apply: Registered or Exempt Charities.
Voluntary/Community Groups (constituted), Schools
and pre-schools

Local charities and community groups can apply to
Magic Little Grants for a £500 grant to deliver projects
that encourage people to be physically
active. Applicants must either be in their first year of
operation or have an annual income under £250,000.
Preference will be given to projects that encourage
social cohesion and help vulnerable people to
overcome barriers to participation in physical activities.
Funding can be used to launch new projects, support
existing ones, or cover core costs associated with
ongoing work. The deadline for applications for Magic
Little Grants 2019 is midnight on 30th November 2019.

https://blog.whsmith.co.uk/community-grantsapplication/

https://localgiving.org/what-we-do/magic-littlegrants/

The Sporting Capital Fund is a social investment fund. It
provides loan funding of between £50,000 and
£150,000 to eligible sport and physical activity
organisations that are looking to develop new
projects, operations and revenue streams. The fund
can invest in a wide range of organisations from
community sports clubs to social enterprises, charities
and profit-with-purpose businesses that deliver sport
and physical activity

Community groups in Oxfordshire can apply to the
Redrow Homes Community Fund. The total funding pot
available is £10,000 and Redrow are looking to support
as many community groups as possible. They will also
consider part funding a larger project.
https://www.redrow.co.uk/promo/community-fundapplication-south-midlands

The Tree Council has opened the Tree Futures Grant
Scheme. Schools and community groups can apply for
projects to plant hedgerows, trees or orchard trees.
On 14th June 2019, OCVA is running a free Big Lottery
Planting must take place in autumn 2019. Grants of
Advice session on the Reaching Communities grant for between £300 and £1000 are available for up to 80%
Cherwell groups only. The session has been funded by of your total project cost. Projects must involve children
Cherwell District Council . Slots will be allocated on a
under the age of 16. The deadline for applications is
first come, first served basis. Sessions will take place
5pm on 17 May 2019.
between 10-4pm.. Each session will last 30 minutes and
https://www.treecouncil.org.uk/Grants
up to 3 people from each organization will be able to
attend. Further information via the link below.
https://www.sportingcapital.org.uk/

https://ocva.org.uk/2019/03/26/free-training-incherwell/

The Veolia Environmental Trust is now open for stage
one applications for Autumn projects. Not-for-profit
organisations can apply for funding for environmental
or community-based projects that are located within
five miles of an operating Veolia site in England, and
which start from September. There is a two-stage
application process. The next deadline for stage one
applications is 30 May 2019 for projects taking place
between 18 September 2019 and 6 January 2020.
https://www.veoliatrust.org/
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Helping communities make
good space for sport and play

Colin Sanders

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no.
304398). We work across Oxfordshire.

Business Innovation
Centre,

Mewburn Road,
Banbury,

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with
disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and
recreational facilities, including children’s play.

OX16 9PA
The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able
to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice
service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor
recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from
you.

Phone: 01295 817662

Web: www.opfa.org.uk

E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com

Information sheets available
OPFA has many information sheets
on different topics covering all
aspects of outdoor recreation
provision. We have recently
produced a new one on Pitch
Maintenance.
The full list of information sheets is
opposite.
Please contact OPFA if you would
find any of them useful. We
continue to produce information
as the need arises, and also have
access to a lot of information from
our partner organisations.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee
responsible for the management of land.
Maintenance contractors
Pitch Maintenance
Accessible Play Areas
Accidents
Balls Walls
BMX Info
Playground Fencing and Gates
Funding Opportunities
Playground Inspections
Managing Charitable Playing Fields
Maintenance Contractors
Playground Notices
Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility
Problems with Dogs
Project Plan – Play Area Development
Project Plan – Skate Park Development
Risk Management and Risk Assessments
Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines
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