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The Coronavirus crisis 

As we are all now aware, to delay the spread of Coronavirus, the Government has 
instructed us to stay at home and only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but 
only when we’re unable to work from home). 

And to discourage mass gatherings all “communal places” within our Parks and Green 
Spaces, such as playgrounds, sports pitches, and outdoor gyms must be closed too. 

In recent days the OPFA has received many questions on the matter and, in an effort 
to provide some clarity, has issued its interpretation of the Government guidance for 
managers of such spaces.  The position is: 

· Parks and green spaces can remain open but only for individuals and households to 

exercise once a day, so long as they observe social distancing. 

· Communal spaces within parks and other outdoor open green spaces, such as 

playgrounds, tennis courts, sports pitches, MUGAs, skateboard areas, public toilets 
and other such facilities, should be closed and should not be used. 

So, if you’ve not already done so, we suggest that you act on these Government 
orders as follows: 

· Where possible, lock any gates to communal places, as identified above and, 

whether or not they can be closed in this way, post a notice to insist that the facility 
must not be used. 

· You need not prevent entry into an outdoor open green space, which in itself does 

not count as a communal place, as identified above, so long as you have closed 
any eligible communal spaces (or put up notices preventing use) within it. 

· You should put a notice at the entrance urging users to do the following: 

à observe social distancing by keeping at least 2 metres/6 ft away from other 

people. 

à keep dogs on a lead to avoid unnecessary contact with other space users. 

à encourage people to wash their hands before leaving home and as soon as 

they return from being outside. 

It is appreciated that no two sites are the same and managers will need to assess their 
own sites carefully and adopt differing approaches as may be appropriate. 

It would probably be helpful to publicise within your community what you have done 
and why you have done it and to remind people of what are the Government 
recommendations for individuals in terms of exercise and social distancing. 
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The OPFA advice service is wide 
ranging and varied.  No question is 
too silly or too small and set out 
below are some of the practical 
ways that we can help you: 
 
· Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 
playgrounds, including facilities 
for toddlers and teenagers 

· A regularly updated series of 
information sheets covering a 
wide range of topics 

· Support and advice on new 
projects such as a new children’s 
play area, pavilion or sports 
ground 

· Advice on skate park and 
wheeled sports facilities 

· Advice on teen facilities 

· Guidance on standards and 
legislation affecting play and 
sporting facilities 

· Local examples of other 
successful projects, with local 
people to contact 

· Advice and information on a 
wide range of suppliers and 
manufacturers 

· Regular networking and training 
events 

· Identifying funding opportunities 

· Advice on running successful 
consultations 

· Project management advice 

· What to do if your local playing 
field is threatened with 
redevelopment 

· Advice on managing a 
charitable playing field 

· Maintenance and inspection 
information 

 
Contact us for help 
and support on: 
 
(  01295 817662 or  
 
*  oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

How can we help you? 
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From our CDO 
Andrew Parsons 
The past 3 months, as OPFA’s Community 
Development Officer, have proved to be 
extremely busy for me. 

I’ve visited around 12 parish councils, either to 
support existing projects or to offer advice on 
ideas for new ones and have recently helped 
the County’s two 2019 Pocket Park schemes, at 
Deddington and Stratton Audley, get ‘over the 
line’ by completing their End of Project reports.  
Both are terrific examples of great ideas 
brought to life through a solid team effort and 
effective local leadership. 

Clearly, the recent Coronavirus crisis has had 
huge implications for us all, with so many of the 
County’s parks and green spaces, and the 
communal spaces within them now closed,  It’s 
now clear that we’re in for a ‘long haul’, so this 
crisis is going to impact greatly on the summer 
ahead for us all, as daily updates reach us on 
the cancelation of even more community 
events, open days and festivals.  There is to be 
no formal sport played anytime soon, while a 
visit to the local playground, also seems a long 
way off. 

We should give a thought to the maintenance 
of our green spaces too, as many council’s 
and contractors will surely adjust their 
maintenance regimes in order to free up staff 
for other more pressing tasks.  For the moment, 
there is less of a need for litter picking, for 
example, so perhaps this isn’t too much of a 
problem, although the grass will soon begin to 
grow and will need to be cut. 

Without doubt everyone of us will have seen 
our daily routines thrown completely off course.  
Whether we jogged, played sport or visited a gym, for many these routines for keeping fit are temporarily lost. 

As managers of open spaces, however, we should remember that we can still go outside for one form of 
exercise a day, such as a walk, a run or a cycle, and our communities will surely want to use our green spaces, 
subject, of course, to them following the latest official advice on social distancing - which means staying more 
than two metres from others.   

I am still working, albeit from home (we’ve suspended site visits for the moment), so if you want to discuss a 
future project or simply seek advice on something else, please do get in touch. 

 

Andrew Parsons, CDO 
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Deddington’s New Pocket Park 
Mary Robinson, Deddington Parish Councillor, writes 
about their recent project to install a new toddler 
playspace with funding from MHCLG’s Pocket Park 
initiative. 

The project was the final part of the Parish Council’s 
plan to create new play facilities for local children, 
which, over the past three years, has seen a new 
MUGA, floodlit five-a-side area and an adventure 
playground being built. 

We hope Mary’s story of their three year project will 
be an inspiration to us all. 

The Pocket Park 

A ‘natural’ Pocket Park for under-6 children opened 
recently at the Windmill, Deddington with old, faded 
plastic play pieces replaced by a magnificent timber 
multi-activity structure built around an old cherry tree 
and a windmill-shaped Wendy house that marks the 
site’s history. 

Bug-shaped springers, MagPosts encourage toddlers 
to put beetles and bugs under the magnifier, while 
four new play panels capture the imagination.  There’s 
a timber shelter where parents and carers can meet 
and chat, and log seats for the children.  The natural 
aspects are enhanced by mounds and dips and a 
fabulous 21m willow tunnel.  There are wildlife-friendly 
shrubs, Bird boxes, courtesy of the local Brownies, and 
a hedgehog hotel to complete the picture. 

So how did this happen?  

In January 2019 we’d learned of a government grant 
to do up small spaces to create a natural, green 
‘lung’.  We had three weeks to get a proposal 
together and, with support from Cherwell District 
Council, we were awarded £25,000; only one of two 
successful applications in our area.  Deddington Parish 
Council provided top-up funding and the Trust for 
Oxfordshire’s Environment paid for a native hedge 
which has been planted on one boundary. 

As already explained, the new play area is the final 
stage of a redevelopment plan that had started some 
three years earlier, after comments within the 
consultation for our new Neighbourhood Plan caused 
us alarm.  With feedback such as ‘playground very out 
of date’, ‘truly awful’, ‘terrible’, ‘old and tired’, we 
decided then that we had to act – and we did.  We 
first formed a working group of parish councillors and 
sports club people, to ensure we had a good spread 
of interests. 

 

First up, we built an open access multi-use games 
area (MUGA) for kids to kick a ball around.  Funding 
for this £110,000 scheme came through S106 on the 
back of a nearby housing development.  The torturous 
process of using the government’s Contract Finder 
website and public tender brought a raft of enquiries, 
most disappearing when they saw the problems in the 
site – a bumpy, overgrown, former BMX track adjacent 
to a copse, with land falling away in one direction.  
But we whittled our tender list down to three possible 
suppliers and eventually the contract was won by 
Steelway Fensecure who did a great job and are 
always ready to return to sort out any maintenance 
problems we may have. 

Alongside this we added LED lighting and vandal-
proof fencing to the all-weather court and a real plus 
is that there’s no longer any vandalism here where 
previously this area had been fair game for kids. 

Secondly, we tackled the big bit – an Adventure 
Playground and Woodland Trail (which featured in the 
Autumn 2019 OPFA Newsletter).  In brief, a very 
generous £50,000 donation by a local resident was 
fund matched by the Parish Council and topped up 
by Oxfordshire County Council.  A play area for 6–12-
year olds featured the must-have zip wire, traditional 
swings, wheelchair-friendly roundabout and ground 
level trampoline, slide on a mound, cone climber, with 
a pod swing and aerial skate brought in from an 
earlier installation. 

 

 

 

Continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 

Our centrepiece was a bespoke tim-
ber multi-play centrepiece created by 
a local supplier, Trevor Stewart, again 
with a Windmill reference. In the near-
by copse, stilts, a log walk, zigzag par-
allel ropes, rotating log, rope bridge 
and a traverse wall run along a bark 
path between the trees. 

The Windmill Park package is complet-
ed by a 6-acre playing field for football 
and cricket, three tennis courts and a 
half MUGA.  A six-piece Fitness Trail was 
laid around the edge of the playing 
field a couple of years earlier, funded 
by Awards for All.  Altogether the re-
cent schemes have cost £250,000 plus, 
a huge investment for any parish coun-
cil! 

We still have bits to do to finish off: install a water fountain, sponsored by a local firm (anti single-use plas-
tic), and dual rubbish bins to get kids used to recycling.  An acknowledgements/information board and a 
site map are under construction.  Wildflower seeds and bulbs are already coming through.  The parks are 
covered by CCTV and no dogs are allowed in the play areas.  We’re constantly monitoring the dog situa-
tion, as we have the same problem as many other villages – just a few people who refuse to put their dogs 
on leads or pick up their dog poo. 

 

What could we have done better?  

With hindsight we were perhaps too impressed by the glossy computer graphic presentations from national 
suppliers and while the main contractors were chosen after much robust discussion, the work was actually 
carried out by subcontractors, and let’s just say there wasn’t as much quality control as the project need-
ed.  They’ve been back several times to deal with problems – and we shall keep behind them until were 
satisfied.  On the other hand, only a light touch was needed for local supplier Trevor Stewart’s pieces. 

We had only a short time to put the Pocket Park proposal together but stakeholders responded swiftly and 
we had great feedback from Nursery/PFSU and Baby & Toddler Group.  And we used a project manager 
to help us with the overall planning of the redevelopment of such a large space – but, with hindsight, I think 

we could have done the job ourselves. 

After the Adventure Playground opened in July 
2019, it was heaving with families throughout the 
summer, and we expect the Windmill Park to be 
even more popular this year, when the public 
are allowed back.  It will be so good to see fam-
ilies enjoying a play park on their doorstep. 

We’re immensely grateful to all the people and 
organisations who made the Windmill Park hap-
pen.  It was a huge project with lots of bumps 
along the way, but the end result was worth it 
and should be good for the next 20 years. 
 

Mary Robinson, Deddington Parish Council 
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Playground Inspection Training 
We had hoped to bring news of a Playground Inspection training day that we have arranged jointly with South 
Gloucestershire PFA, but this has been postponed; most likely now until the Autumn. 

This will be a one day course aimed at those who are responsible for the Routine (Daily to weekly) inspections 
of play areas and we shall circulate details of a date and cost as soon as the situation, regarding access to 
‘Communal Spaces’ becomes clearer. 

The syllabus will cover:  

• The benefits of play, • Injuries occurring on playgrounds, • Legal responsibilities, 
• Inspection techniques for basic equipment types, • The inspection procedures of their verifying employer.  

Oxfordshire Community 
Foundation 
 
The Oxfordshire Community Foundation has 

announced a new fund to support community 

and voluntary organisations in meeting the new 

needs and challenges created by the 

Coronavirus epidemic. 

The new Community Resilience Fund has been 

kick-started with an inspiring donation from the 

Indigo Trust. 

The National Emergencies Trust is also raising 

money nationally to help those who are most in 

need of our support and will distribute funds to 

the 46 local Community Foundations, across the 

country. 

Details of how the new fund will be managed, 

along with the objectives and some guiding 

principles and when it will open are now on the 

OCF website. 

http://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/ 
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Funding update 
These days funding solutions for playground and other 
green space projects need to be as inventive as 
possible and it is quite likely that a successful project 
will access several sources of funding – from section 
106 payments to Council match-funding and 
community-led fundraisers. 

 

Section 106—an explanation 

In simple terms Section 106 (of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990), commonly known as s106 
agreements, are a mechanism which make a 
developer’s proposal acceptable, in planning terms, 
where otherwise it might not.  Such agreements are 
designed to mitigate the impact of a development 
and are sometimes also referred to as 'developer 
contributions' or ‘highway contributions’ or the 
Community Infrastructure Levy. 

All planning authorities, in most cases District Councils, 
are committed to working with their town and parish 
councils to deliver local projects and will negotiate 
with a developer over the appropriate level and 
purpose of each contribution.  They are, however, 
restricted to only asking for funds for projects which 
meet ‘three tests’: 

· the project is necessary to make the 

development acceptable in Planning terms 

· it is directly related to the development; and 

· it is fairly and reasonably related in scale and 

kind to the development 

 

Accessing this funding 

Local groups may apply for funding and to be 
considered projects should: 

· Meet the specific requirements of one or more 

S106 agreements 

· Be supported by the parish or town council 

· Usually take place in the same town or parish as 

the development 

· Be a capital project. (i.e. not on-going running 

costs or minor repair works) 

 

 

So, if you have a project in mind, that you think might 
benefit from s106 funding, you should contact your 
District Council’s planning department, as they will 
maintain a register of agreements already in place 
and which are therefore available. 

 

Capital Grants 

The Association of Play Industries API has published a 
comprehensive list of likely funding sources that can be 
accessed via the following link 

ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĂƉŝ-ƉůĂǇ͘ŽƌŐͬƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐͬĨƵŶĚŝŶŐͬ 

It is quite possible that not all of the sources listed will 
be suitable for your project but its very much worth a 
good look!! 

 

 

Cherwell District Council 
Community Infrastructure Capital Grant 
A new round of CDC’s Community Infrastructure 
Capital grant scheme will run for the financial year 
2020-2021 and the deadline for applications will be 
5:00pm on Friday, 1 May 2020. 

Grants of up to 50% of the total eligible capital costs 
and up to a threshold of £50,000 are available for 
projects that meet the criteria as set out in the 
Guidance Document 

If you need help please email us at 
wellbeing@cherwell-dc.gov.uk or call 01295 221980. 
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OPFA has many information sheets 
on different topics covering all 
aspects of outdoor recreation 
provision. We have recently 
produced a new one on Pitch 
Maintenance. 
The full list of information sheets is 
opposite. 
 
Please contact OPFA if you would 
find any of them useful. We 
continue to produce information 
as the need arises, and also have 
access to a lot of information from 
our partner organisations. 
 

Colin Sanders 

Business Innovation 

Centre, 

Mewburn Road, 

Banbury, 

OX16 9PA 

Phone: 01295 817662    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity 
(no. 304398). We work across Oxfordshire. 
 
Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 
disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 
recreational facilities, including children’s play.  
 
The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county 
able to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space 
advice service for local Oxfordshire groups.  If you are working on 
an outdoor recreation project in your community, we would love to 
hear from you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

· Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 
responsible for the management of land. 

· Maintenance contractors 
· Pitch Maintenance 
· Accessible Play Areas 
· Accidents 
· Balls Walls 
· BMX Info 
· Playground Fencing and Gates 
· Funding Opportunities 
· Playground Inspections 
· Managing Charitable Playing Fields 
· Playground Notices 
· Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 
· Problems with Dogs 
· Project Plan – Play Area Development 
· Project Plan – Skate Park Development 
· Risk Management and Risk Assessments 
· Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines 
· Outdoor Fitness Equipment 

Helping communities make  
good space for sport and play 


