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The new and much improved play area at Ascott under Wychwood, officially 

opened in June after much hard work and dedication by the Parish Council and 

residents of the village.  
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OPFA seeking new treasurer 

Following 7 years of dedicated service to our organisation, our Honorary Treasurer, 

David Monk, has announced his intention to step down at our AGM in October in 

order to fulfil other commitments. We are very grateful to David for his hard work 

and insight over the years. 

 

We are now seeking a new treasurer. The role does not involve book-keeping, but 

rather taking a strategic view and guiding the organisation financially. The post 

holder is required to be a cheque signatory, and to attend committee meetings - 

usually 4 times a year, in the afternoons. This post is voluntary but travel expenses 

are payable. 
For further discussion on the role please contact Meryl Smith, Honorary Manager, on 

opfamanager@gmail.com  
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The OPFA advice service is wide 

ranging and varied. No question is 

too silly or too small! Just some of 

the practical ways that we can 

help you include: 

 

 Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 

playgrounds, including facilities 

for toddlers and teenagers 

 A regularly updated series 

of information sheets  covering a 

wide range of topics (see page 

13 for full list) 

 Support and advice on new 

projects such as a new children’s 

play area, pavilion or sports 

ground 

 Advice on skate park and 

wheeled sports facilities 

 Advice on teen facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guidance on standards and 

legislation affecting play and 

sporting facilities 

 Local examples of other 

successful projects, with local 

people to contact 

 Advice and information on a 

wide range of suppliers and 

manufacturers 

 Regular networking and 

training events  

 Identifying funding opportunities 

 Advice on consultations 

 Project management advice 

 What to do if your local playing 

field is threatened with 

redevelopment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Advice on managing a 

charitable playing field 

 Maintenance and inspection 

information  

 

Contact us for help and support on 

01865 883488 or 

opfa@oxonrcc.org.uk 

How can we help you? 

 
 

Get the Game On 

The ECB has produced a 

new tool for cricketers, to 

help them to boost 

participation in cricket.  

Get the Game On has an 

online toolkit of hints and 

tips for before, during and 

after cricket matches, and 

covers issues such as 

ground covers, water removal tools, cricket rules, 

groundsmanship guide, and how to build your team. 

http://getthegameon.co.uk/ 
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 Splash Park and Play Area open in Witney 
A three year project to improve The Leys play area in Witney came to fruition in July with the opening of a new 

and improved play area and splash park. The £250,000 project was achieved as a result of successful 

partnership working between Witney Town Council and a group of residents, who formed the Liven Up the Leys 

Group. OPFA took a seat on the working party and helped to advise on the project. 

The seeds for the project were sown when a group of residents approached the town council about the 

possibility of refurbishing the old paddling pool and replacing it with a splash park. The old paddling pool had 

become tired and a liability and was much in need of improvement. Working together to look at what was 

required for a town the size of Witney led to the vision to improve the whole space rather than just the paddling 

pool. Funding for the project was obtained from West Oxfordshire District Council, WREN and the town council 

itself, as well as many other funders including local businesses and local fundraising initiatives. From the start the 

project team were determined to build an inspirational play area, that challenged the children (and adults!), 

and to which everyone would want to return time and time again. The new space boasts not only the splash 

area, but also the Huck Double Black Forest Tower, a huge bespoke climbing structure, as well as a quiet story 

telling area, and a space with magnifying glasses for children to study bugs and wildlife.  

This project really is a great example of a very successful community project, and just what can be achieved. 

The project team have worked tirelessly to achieve a fantastic space for Witney. 
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If you are based in an area around a 

Nationwide branch, you may be eligible to 

apply to them for help with your community 

project.  Charities and community 

organisations can apply for support from a 

network of Nationwide volunteers in areas 

such as, but not limited to: marketing, public 

relations and IT support for campaigns and 

team volunteering challenges 

http://your.nationwide.co.uk/your-society/

get-involved/request-volunteers 

If  you are based in an area served by 

Southern Electric, and in need of some help 

with some maintenance on your playing field 

site, the Southern Electric Community at Heart 

scheme may be a good source of help. As 

part of the company community 

volunteering project, each of the Southern 

Electric 20,000 employees has the opportunity 

to take a day out of work to support 

community projects. You can ask for 

volunteer help for a whole day—this may be 

invaluable for your playing field, pavilion or 

play area improvement projects. 

www.southern-electric.co.uk/AboutUs/

CommunityAtHeart 

Projects within a 7 mile radius of the Biffa 

depots at Culham and Didcot can apply to 

Biffa Award for funding for community 

facilities. They must also be within a10 mile 

radius of the landfill sites at Sutton Courtenay 

or Dix Pit. Grants are available for  between 

£10,000 and £50,000. The total project cost 

must be less than £200,000 and it must be 

open to the public for a minimum of 104 days 

a year.  www.biffa-award.org 

Projects within a 5 mile radius of  Oxford 

Airport can apply to Veolia Environmental 

Trust for funding for community facilities. 

Applications can be made for funding up to 

£100,000. A postcode checker is available on 

their website so projects can check if 

their location is in the right proximity . 

www.veoliatrust.org 

The Morrisons Foundation has recently 

opened for applications. Registered 

charities from the communities in which 

Morrisons stores operate can apply for 

grants for projects that benefit people’s lives 

in the UK. There is no limit to the amount that 

you are able to apply for. In Oxfordshire 

Morrisons has stores in Banbury, Carterton, 

Oxford and Witney. Each store also has a 

Community Champion, who will deal with 

more local requests, such as product 

donation for events. This may be a good 

port of call for any events on your playing 

field, or fundraising drives for your recreation 

space projects. 

www.morrisonsfoundation.com 

The Woodland Trust has reopened its 

Community Tree Scheme and has 4,750 tree 

packs to give away to school and 

community groups for planting this Autumn. 

Trees will be delivered from 2-6 November 

2015. They are distributed free of charge. 

Community groups can apply to the 

scheme for packs of either 30, 105 and 420 

trees. Applications for trees must be made 

by 3 September, although the scheme will 

close earlier than that if it is fully subscribed. 

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/in-

your-community 

West Oxfordshire District Council Community 

Facilities grant is open for applications until 

5pm on Tuesday 15 September 2015. 

Applications can be made from West 

Oxfordshire groups for capital grants of up 

to £50,000 to improve community facilities 

such as play areas. www.westoxon.gov.uk/

residents/leisure/community-leisure-grants/ 

South Oxfordshire District Council 

Communities Capital Grant scheme is now 

closed but it is hoped that it will reopen in 

September 2015. Information will be posted 

on the council’s website. 

Vale of White Horse District Council Capital 

Community Grants scheme is expected to 

open in September 2015.  Information will be 

posted on the council’s website. 
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TREVOR STEWART 

PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment 

RoSPA inspected & approved 

Designed to meet your needs and built to meet  

all current standards. 

SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING, 

GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC. 

Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground? 

NO PROBLEM  I can build on that! 

TREVOR STEWART 

4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON 

CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE 

TEL 01869 340660 

Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk 

LoveParks Activities in 

South Oxfordshire and the 

Vale of White Horse. 

Quality green spaces are essential to healthy, 

happy communities.  That is why this summer South 

and Vale GO Active and Active Women teams 

are offering a five week summer programme of 

activities for adults in local parks and green spaces 

as part of a wider national project Love Parks - 

www.loveparks.org 

Come along and join one of the free and low cost 

physical activities and sports available.  Sessions 

that are on offer include tennis, circuit training/

bootcamps, Tai Chi, volleyball, Ultimate Frisbee, 

Nordic Walking, and rounders.  To find out what 

events are taking place near you please visit 

www.getoxfordshireactive.org or paste this short 

link to the registration page into your browser. 

Vale: http://bit.ly/1GNCitK 

South: http://bit.ly/1f03lvg  

When: 24 July - 30 August 

To find out more about Love Parks Week visit visit 

www.loveparks.org. 

Outdoor table tennis: A 

fresh idea for your 

playing field? 

If you are looking for a cost effective option to 

improve the facilities on your playing field for 

the whole community, the installation of an 

outdoor table tennis table is a good option. 

Table tennis is something that everyone can 

take part in, which therefore encourages 

physical activity free of charge.  

Concrete table tennis tables are ideal for 

public facilities. The tables should be secured 

into the ground into a space measuring 

4mx8m, with a clear height of at least 3m 

above the table for the ball to move freely.   

The English Table Tennis Association has 

produced some guidelines for outdoor table 

tennis projects, available on their website. 

http://tabletennisengland.co.uk/

development/outdoor-tt-development/
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The UK Health and Safety Executive (HSE), Britain’s national regulator for workplace health and safety, has 

published the details of a case in which a two year old child had two fingertips severed when they got 

trapped in a play area gate. The play area was for children aged under 11. Rochdale Metropolitan 

Borough Council has been fined for safety failings  under the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. 

The child was playing near the gate, when one of the other children closed it. The resultant ‘guillotine’ 

effect severed his fingertips. The court found that this accident was caused as a result of an 

inadequate risk assessment process. According to the HSE, the risk assessment had ‘only assessed the 

locking side of the gate and not the hinge side. The stopper mechanism on the gate had been removed 

and not replaced, some 12 to 18 months prior to the accident and the hole it had left had been filled in by 

park staff. Despite several inspections of the play park by various different members of Rochdale Council 

staff, nobody noticed that the stopper had been removed, and so the risk remained.’ 

Emily Osborne, HSE Inspector said: ‘Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council failed to make sure health 

and safety at the play park met the minimum legal standards and put children visiting the play area at 

Springfield Park at risk over a long period of time. The risk of trapping fingers in the gate was not identified 

and no prior action was taken by the council to stop this from happening. 

It is simply not good enough to not identify a serious risk and do nothing to prevent it. A guard should have 

been fitted over the dangerous part of the gate  or the stopper should have been replaced. Instead, a 

two year old boy suffered injuries that are likely to affect him for life as a result of the council’s failings.’ 

Fortunately these kind of incidents are rare, and can be avoided completely with a rigorous playground 

inspection and maintenance routine. Playgrounds should be inspected regularly and any noted problems 

acted upon. For further information refer to the OPFA article on the Safety of Playground Gates in the 

Spring 2015 edition of our newsletter. 

Playground Gate Safety : child loses fingers in playground 

gate 
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Oxfordshire FA Grounds and 

Natural Turf Improvement 

Programme 

Oxfordshire FA are working in conjunction with the 

Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG) and the FA Facilities 

and Investment Team to develop a grass pitch 

maintenance service with can be utilised by grassroots 

football clubs. The aim is to improve the quality of grass 

pitches in the county. Participating clubs will receive a 

site visit by the IOG South East Regional Pitch Advisor, with 

a subsequent report and recommendations for 

improvement. 

To qualify for a site visit, clubs must either own their site or 

be responsible for maintenance of the grass pitches. A 

site visit and subsequent report will cost £50 for clubs with 

FA Charter Standard Club Status, and £100 for any other 

clubs. 

There will also be workshops as part of the Grounds and 

Natural Turf Improvement Programme. 

For more information contact County Development 

Manager Andy Earnshaw on 01993 894406 or 

Andrew.Earnshaw@OxfordshireFA,com 



 

9 

 

Don’t forget that The Playing Field website is now online for you to use. It has been designed to act as online 

resource for news, views, advice and guidance for the playing field community. Please visit the site  to have a 

look; keep up-to-date with the latest news and sign up for the newsletter.  

Please do also pass the site address on to any of your contacts. 

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/ 
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http://theplayingfield.org.uk/
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Whether simply an open green space, a site that is 

marked out for sports or a playing field that also boasts 

play equipment, playing fields offer endless possibilities 

for children to play. Even better, to play outdoors, in 

the fresh air. Those of us who are involved in playing 

fields and feel passionate about the opportunities they 

offer our communities for positive leisure time activities 

are well aware of this. Much has been written about 

the benefits of outdoor play. But what is play and why 

is it so important? 

A child’s right to play is recognised in the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Article 

31 states that ‘Children have the right to relax and 

play, and to join in a wide range of cultural, artistic and 

other recreational activities.’ 

The UN goes further to say that ‘ Play and recreation 

are essential to the health and well-being of children 

and promote the development of creativity, 

imagination, self-confidence, self-efficacy, as well as 

physical, social, cognitive and emotional strength and 

skills.’ 

Play opens up a world of opportunities to a child. 

During play they are able to effectively be whoever 

they want to be, and do whatever they want to do – 

of utmost importance is the fact that unsupervised play 

is child-led. The children are in control of how they play 

and by doing so, they learn; play teaches our children 

how to develop the social, physical, mental and 

emotional aspects of their lives. Play empowers 

children to learn how the world works, how people 

behave and what their physical limitations are. Play 

can be anything to any child – active, imaginary, 

physical, creative, spontaneous, social, and inclusive. 

A good play area is one that challenges the children 

to test out their physical limitations, gives them the 

opportunity to play with others and therefore socialise. 

but also that gives them space to let their imagination 

run wild. 

Play Wales says that ‘Play is children’s means of 

assimilating the world, making sense of their 

experiences to make it part of themselves’.  And 

further that  ‘Making sense of the world is an enormous 

task for young children. ….By re-enacting and 

repeating events, and by playing out their own feelings 

and fantasies, children come to terms with them and 

achieve a sense of mastery.’ 

 

 

Therefore play has an importance and a value beyond 

just having fun, although clearly this is the primary  aim. 

Childhood should be fun, but we should also recognise 

that our children need to grow and develop into well-

rounded, resilient and healthy adults. Good quality 

play opportunities provide them with the mechanism –  

as they learn and develop through play, children grow 

up to be able to better take on and cope with the 

adult world. Studies have shown that a play deprived 

child is likely to face serious consequences in later life; 

indeed play has been shown to contribute directly to 

brain development. ‘The Ambiguity of Play’, a study by 

Sutton-Smith, found that children under the age of 10 

have at least twice the potential brain capacity of 

adults, and that this is used better in children who get a 

diversity of experience through play. 

In his foreword to ‘The Play Return’, a 2014 report by 

Tim Gill, Robin Sutcliffe says ‘Children’s play is of utmost 

importance to the lives of children, not only in terms of 

their development and well-being, but also their 

enjoyment of childhood.’ 

It follows therefore that good quality play spaces on 

our playing fields – whether ‘formal’ play equipment, or 

just a safe and well-maintained space for children to 

meet, socialise and make their own games are of 

utmost importance for the development of our 

children. By providing these facilities in our 

communities, and crucially, in an era when children 

are no longer allowed to ‘play out’ as often as we did 

when we were children (parental concerns over traffic, 

‘stranger danger’ and the lure of the screen are often 

cited), on our doorsteps, we are doing the right thing 

by our children. 

The importance of play on our playing fields 
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OPFA has many information sheets 

on different topics covering all 

aspects of outdoor recreation 

provision. We have recently 

produced a new one on Pitch 

Maintenance. 

The full list of information sheets is 

opposite. 

 

Please contact OPFA if you would 

find any of them useful. We 

continue to produce information 

as the need arises, and also have 

access to a lot of information from 

our partner organisations. 

 

Jericho Farm 

Worton 

Witney 

Oxfordshire  

OX29 4SZ 

Phone: 01865 883488    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: opfa@oxonrcc.org.uk   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no. 

304398). We work across Oxfordshire.  

 

 

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 

disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 

recreational facilities, including children’s play.  

 

 

The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able 

to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice 

service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor 

recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from 

you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

 Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 

responsible for the management of land. 

 Maintenance contractors 

 Pitch Maintenance 

 Accessible Play Areas 

 Accidents 

 Balls Walls 

 BMX Info 

 Playground Fencing and Gates 

 Funding Opportunities 

 Playground Inspections 

 Managing Charitable Playing Fields 

 Playground Notices 

 Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 

 Problems with Dogs 

 Project Plan – Play Area Development 

 Project Plan – Skate Park Development 

 Risk Benefit Analysis 

 Risk Management and Risk Assessments 

 Sport England Inspired Facilities Fund 

Helping communities make  

good space for sport and play 


