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You are warmly invited to the 

OPFA Annual General Meeting 2016 

 

Thursday, 22 September 2016 

7.00—8.00 p.m. 

 

Woodleys House, nr Woodstock OX20 1HJ 

courtesy of Sir Charles Ponsonby, OPFA 

Trustee 

 

Come and meet other OPFA members with similar interests in 

providing good quality local outdoor recreation facilities. 

  

There will also be time for networking and general discussion 

about your playing field projects. 

 

Drinks will be served 

 

For more details, contact OPFA or visit our website 
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The OPFA advice service is wide 

ranging and varied. No question is 

too silly or too small! Just some of 

the practical ways that we can 

help you include: 

 

 Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 

playgrounds, including facilities 

for toddlers and teenagers 

 A regularly updated series 

of information sheets  covering a 

wide range of topics (see page 

10 for full list) 

 Support and advice on new 

projects such as a new children’s 

play area, pavilion or sports 

ground 

 Advice on skate park and 

wheeled sports facilities 

 Advice on teen facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guidance on standards and 

legislation affecting play and 

sporting facilities 

 Local examples of other 

successful projects, with local 

people to contact 

 Advice and information on a 

wide range of suppliers and 

manufacturers 

 Regular networking and 

training events  

 Identifying funding opportunities 

 Advice on consultations 

 Project management advice 

 What to do if your local playing 

field is threatened with 

redevelopment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Advice on managing a 

charitable playing field 

 Maintenance and inspection 

information  

 

Contact us for help and support on 

01295 817662 or 

oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

How can we help you? 

 
 



 

3 

O P F A  N E W S L E T T E R  S U M M E R  2 0 1 6  

 Improved skate park opens in Eynsham 

Following a two year project, the skate park in Eynsham has been extended and improved and is now open 

for the local community to enjoy. The project was born when the parish council were approached by a 

group of young people who used the existing skate park regularly but felt that there was huge room for 

improvement. They were keen both to make it more challenging, and to extend the space so that more users 

and different age groups could benefit from it at the same time, . 

There are many things to consider for a project of this type. 

Working with the parish council and OPFA, as well as some 

of the adult residents, the first step was to gain the 

permission of the landowner for the project and find out 

how much extra space they were allowed to use. Once this 

was secured there followed planning permission, design of 

the skate park, access, maintenance and funding.  OPFA 

can help you to navigate your way through a skate park 

project; do get in touch with us if you are planning to 

improve your skate park or to start on a new project. 

The group were successful in gaining £25,000 funding from 

WREN, in addition to funds from the parish council and from 

their own fundraising. They worked hard to ensure that their 

application to WREN was received before funding to this part of Oxfordshire ceased due to the closure of the 

landfill site at Dix Pit. WREN funding is now only available to sites that are within a 10 mile radius of the landfill 

site at Sutton Courtenay. 

OPFA asked Sue Hunt, the Eynsham resident leading the project, to give her top tips for those who are 

embarking on a similar project. She says: 

 ‘Get OPFA involved early on to help you through the process, give sound advice, point you in the 

direction of the funders and help you not to panic when things go wrong. 

 Things take twice as long as you think they should do 

 Get all your ‘ducks in a row’ as much as you can before you start so that if you get the grant awarded 

you are ready to go, avoiding so much stress later on. 

 Establish close relationships with your stakeholder group.  Ensure you include the Parish Council who for 

me were key to sorting out a lot of the formal things you need like planning permission and payments  

 Keep your project group small and able to have discussions via email so decisions can be made 

quickly.  

 I found that funders are  very helpful and are as keen to see the project succeed as much as you are.’ 

  

  

If you are looking to improve your existing skate park or to 

build a new skate park in your town or parish, contact OPFA 

for help and advice, and a copy of our information sheet, 

‘Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility’. 
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Funding update 
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The Gannett Foundation grant scheme is now open 

until 5pm on Friday October 14 2016. Newsquest 

Oxfordshire invites registered charities to apply for 

grants of between £5,000 and £10,000 for projects that 

deliver lasting benefits to the communities serviced by 

its newspapers and online audience. This year the  

special theme is the needs of rural communities. 

Applications asking for specific items of equipment 

or materials are encouraged. Preference will be 

given to ideas which create a durable legacy for 

the community.  http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/

news/community/gannettfoundation 

Carriers for Causes grants are available for good 

causes within two miles of a One Stop shop. Grants 

of up to £1000  are available to support projects 

that ‘benefit local communities - helping to 

improve lives and local places’. Constituted 

groups, including town and parish councils, are 

eligible to apply. The programme is a rolling one 

with no specific application dates.  There is no 

match funding requirement. http://

www.groundwork.org.uk/Pages/Category/carriers

-for-causes-uk 

Greggs Foundation Environmental Grants 

Programme awards grants of up to £2000 to 

projects that improve people’s lives by improving 

their environment. Any not-for-profit organization 

can apply, although preference will be given to 

those with a turnover of less than £300,000 per 

annum. Eligible projects include purchase of 

equipment, sessional salary costs, purchase of 

trees/plants, small capital projects and learning 

activities. Major capital projects are not eligible. 

www.greggsfoundation.org.uk 

Tesco have made some changes to their Bags for 

Help grant scheme. Changes that have now 

come into force  are for all applications from 

August 2016 onwards. The amounts of grants 

available have now changed. Projects that get 

the most votes will now get £5000, with £2000 for 

the second placed project and £1000 for the third 

placed project. If you have secured additional 

funding, there is now no limit to what this can be. 

Bags for Help funding can now form part of your 

wider project cost. Your project can be a stand-

alone project or discrete, self-contained part of a 

larger scheme or part of a phased project. You will 

need to complete your project within twelve months of 

receipt of the grant.  http://www.groundwork.org.uk/

sites/tescocommunityscheme 

 

 

TREVOR STEWART 

PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment 

RoSPA inspected & approved 

Designed to meet your needs and built to meet  

all current standards. 

SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING, 

GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC. 

Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground? 

NO PROBLEM  I can build on that! 

TREVOR STEWART 

4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON 

CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE 

TEL 01869 340660 

Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk 
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Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 

Nominations close at midnight on 16 September 2016 for the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service.  This is the 

highest award given to voluntary groups across the UK.  Any group of 2 or more people doing volunteering work 

can be nominated for the award. The majority of the group must be volunteers, and more than half the 

volunteers must have the right to live in the UK. 

In order to be nominated the voluntary group must meeting the following criteria: 

 provide a service and meet a need for people living in the local community 

 be supported, recognised and respected by the local community and the people who benefit from it 

 be run locally 

Volunteer groups should have been running for 3 years or more to be nominated. 

This may be a good opportunity for hard working playing field groups  who give a lot to their local community 

to get the recognition they deserve. For more details visit: 

https://www.gov.uk/queens-award-for-voluntary-service/overview 
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New play area opens in Stratton Audley 

 

On September 1st the ribbon was cut on a new playground  in 

Stratton Audley in Cherwell. The new play area was the 

culmination of several years in the planning. The opening was 

attended by  over 60 people who gathered to see John 

Honsinger, Chair of the Parish Council  and the lead on the 

play area project, open the area officially. The new 

playground replaces the old one that was installed on land 

donated 40 years ago to the village for the purpose of a play 

area . The old play area was no longer fit for purpose and the 

vision was to replace it with something more challenging, fun 

and which made better use of the space. In addition, the 

parish council wanted to improve the access and provide a meeting place, both for young people and the rest 

of the community. The project was achieved with funding from the parish council and a £25,000 grant from 

WREN and built by Trevor Stewart. OPFA supported the parish council with advice and help throughout the 

project. The new space is bespoke, and has exceeded the expectations of local residents. 

OPFA asked John to give his thoughts on what he considered to be the most important things that he had learnt 

from his experience on the project. He says: 

 ‘Have a clear vision and plan of action. 

 Get OPFA’s help—it was important and much appreciated. 

 Appoint a specific parish councillor early on to be the driving force. 

 Keep communication going between meetings using emails in order to progress matters more quickly. 

 Manage expectations  

 Work out a time scale that allows for unforeseen events arising.  The supplier was unable to start due to 

delays at another site as a result of bad weather conditions, which meant that work started later than 

planned. The whole job was completed within a two month time frame 

 Build a relationship with your chosen supplier as early as possible: 

 Let them know that you will specifically be their contact and need to be kept informed in order to 

 manage expectation within the community; 

 Communicate regularly with everyone; 

 Be on site as much as possible, not to interfere but support the contractor in speedily dealing with any 

 matters that arise along the way.’ 
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Don’t forget that The Playing Field website is now online for you to use. It has been designed to act as online 

resource for news, views, advice and guidance for the playing field community. Please visit the site  to have a 

look; keep up-to-date with the latest news and sign up for the newsletter.  

Please do also pass the site address on to any of your contacts. 

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/ 
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Go Active Gold sees success in South and Vale 

Hendriette Knouwds, Participation Co-ordinator for South Oxfordshire and Vale of White 

Horse District Councils, writes about the success of the Go Active Gold project. 

GO Active Gold offers support for people in rural areas, age 60 and over, to live more 

active lifestyles, by setting up more local sports and physical activities that cater for all 

abilities.   

We also look to work more closely with specific parishes and community organisations, who 

are interested in building stronger, fitter and healthier ageing communities. 

There are four rural Activators working across South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse districts, tasked to engage 

with 71 parishes over the next three years.  These parishes were chosen according to population size 

(approximately 500 - 3000 residents with at least 100 residents aged 60 and over). 

The project has been growing from success to success since delivery started in January 2016.  

We have set up over 54 different activities and events across 17 villages and engaged 454 participants  

We have set up the following activities:  table tennis, golf, bowls, yoga, pilates, tai chi, senior circuits, Nordic 

Walking, Zumba Gold, walking football  

Active Thinking groups have started, where key community partners and participants come together to discuss 

how to best activate their communities into the future 

Vintage Village Games are starting soon, offering events where anyone 60 + can take part in fun and friendly 

competition with games such as indoor croquet, skittles, new age bowls and kurling 

 

For more information about this project, please call Hendriette Knouwds on 07717 836750 or 

email hendriette.knouwds@southandvale.gov.uk  

 

To see a list of activities taking place, please visit www.getoxfordshireactive.org/go-active-gold 

http://theplayingfield.org.uk/
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Protect your playing space with Fields in Trust 

Playing fields, parks and other green spaces invariably go through a life cycle of investment and use but it is 

critical that underpinning this is an assurance that the space will remain available for recreational use for 

future generations. David Sharman, FIT Development Manager for Oxfordshire writes about the different 

protection options available to you. 

The charity Fields in Trust (FIT) has been legally safeguarding playing fields, playgrounds, recreation grounds 

and other open spaces since its formation as the National Playing Fields Association in 1925. Land is 

protected through a robust yet flexible Deed of Dedication. The Deeds are a legally binding agreement 

with the landowner, protecting the site for future generations to enjoy. Currently FIT protects around 2,600 UK 

sites, a total of 12,000 hectares (30,000 acres), including 471 King George V Fields, such as the King George 

Playing Field in Lower Heyford, and 1,358 Queen Elizabeth II Fields, such as Oxpens Meadow in Oxford. There 

are 25 such protected sites in Oxfordshire, with 3 more currently undergoing the process. Fields in Trust would 

now be very glad to hear of any other recreational sites within the county that might be considered for 

protection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oxpens Meadow, Oxford                  The Leys, Witney 

Beyond the compelling purpose of protecting a recreational space in perpetuity, there are a number of 

wider benefits to dedicating a space with Fields in Trust, such as: 

 Potential for future grant funding opportunities- For example over £3.1 million was leveraged through 

the Fields in Trust QEII Fields Challenge in 2012 and hundreds of protected fields benefited from 

improvements to facilities 

 Funders often prefer to invest in land which is protected in the long term. Many funders indeed 

acknowledge and give weighting to fields with FIT status 

 Access to ‘Have a Field Day’ community event programme. FIT saw 500 events held last year, each 

event receiving a free goody box of merchandise along with marketing support 

 Regular newsletters with upcoming news, initiatives and opportunities 

 Improved awareness and promotion of local sites through the FIT website and social media 

 The opportunity to nominate sites at the National Fields in Trust Awards, recognising the contributions 

of volunteers and community activities on protected sites 

 A membership scheme which gives access to discounts from HAGS SMP, Playdale and Stadia Sports 

 

 

Continued on page 9 
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Protect your Playing Space with Fields in Trust 

 

 

 

Continued from page 8 

Fields in Trust have a number of protection programmes. The two currently applicable to Oxfordshire are: 

The Centenary Fields Programme 

This is FIT’s  current flagship programme that hopes to create a living legacy of remembrance during the 

centenary of the Great War, giving an opportunity for communities to mark this momentous anniversary. In 

partnership with The Royal British Legion and actively supported by their President HRH The Duke of 

Cambridge, FIT aims to protect at least one Centenary Field in each Local Authority area to remember the 

past and ensure that the young people of tomorrow continue to have access to these vital spaces. 

Any recreational space with a connection to WWI is eligible; be it that the site contains a memorial, was 

given or purchased in memory of WWI veterans, was used as a training ground, or houses a sports team with 

connections to the war. The Leys in Witney is currently going through the process of being dedicated as a 

Centenary Field. It was purchased as a First World War Memorial for the people of Witney in 1920. This was a 

time when many new parks were developed, as ell as the era in which Fields in Trust  was founded as part of 

a wider Playing Fields movement including County Associations like Oxfordshire. 

Fields in Trust Standard Protection 

Fields in Trust also provide a general protection programme for all green spaces. This covers playing fields and 

parks, but also more specific play spaces, nature reserves and other natural spaces. In fact any open space 

used for some type of recreation would be considered.  

Method of protection 

The above programmes share a method of protection. This begins with the submission of a straightforward 

application form to Fields in Trust, which is then processed, and a site visit conducted. Fields in Trust’s legal 

team would then work with the landowner to draft a Deed of Dedication, which when signed and sealed 

dedicates the site and protects it in perpetuity. Fields in Trust would also provide a plaque to be displayed at 

the site, corresponding to the particular programme in which the field is protected. This is all provided from 

Fields in Trust free of charge. 

If you own a field and are interested in dedicating it with Fields in Trust, or are a stakeholder at a site and 

would like to learn more about Fields in Trust protection please do contact the Oxfordshire Development 

Manager David Sharman on 02074272123 or email at david.sharman@fieldsintrust.org  

Fields in Trust are also again running the UK’s Best Park Award. If you think that a park near you is the best in 

the country you are able to nominate it via the web link http://fieldsintrust.org/awards from the 23rd 

September 2016 for it to be in with a chance of receiving national recognition.  

Further information on all of Fields in Trust’s work can be found at their website- www.fieldsintrust.org      
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OPFA has many information sheets 

on different topics covering all 

aspects of outdoor recreation 

provision. We have recently 

produced a new one on Pitch 

Maintenance. 

The full list of information sheets is 

opposite. 

 

Please contact OPFA if you would 

find any of them useful. We 

continue to produce information 

as the need arises, and also have 

access to a lot of information from 

our partner organisations. 

 

Colin Sanders 

Business Innovation 

Centre, 

Mewburn Road, 

Banbury, 

OX16 9PA 

Phone: 01295 817662    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no. 

304398). We work across Oxfordshire.  

 

 

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 

disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 

recreational facilities, including children’s play.  

 

 

The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able 

to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice 

service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor 

recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from 

you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

 Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 

responsible for the management of land. 

 Maintenance contractors 

 Pitch Maintenance 

 Accessible Play Areas 

 Accidents 

 Balls Walls 

 BMX Info 

 Playground Fencing and Gates 

 Funding Opportunities 

 Playground Inspections 

 Managing Charitable Playing Fields 

 Playground Notices 

 Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 

 Problems with Dogs 

 Project Plan – Play Area Development 

 Project Plan – Skate Park Development 

 Risk Benefit Analysis 

 Risk Management and Risk Assessments 

 Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines 

Helping communities make  

good space for sport and play 


