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Why are our outdoor recreation spaces
and play areas so important?
Local outdoor recreation spaces offer communities the possibility to play, have
fun, be at one with nature, relax, do informal sport, do organised sport, meet
friends/ socialise, exercise and improve mental and physical health and wellbeing.
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How many other publically accessible spaces that are free to use can boast
such a long list of positive attributes? They are central to our communities and
play an important part in the current national agenda to get the nation moving
more.
Play space managers and local volunteers should therefore be very proud of all
that they achieve and contribute to. But don’t just take our word for it:
‘Play and recreation are essential to the health and well-being of children and
promote the development of creativity, imagination, self-confidence, selfefficacy, as well as physical, social cognitive and emotional strength and skills’.
(United Nations)
‘The opportunities to realise the multiple benefits that can be achieved for
communities by investing in green spaces and routes as venues for sport and
healthy activity should be considered whenever they arise.’ (UK Government ‘A
new strategy for an active nation’ December 2015)
‘Green spaces worth £2.2bn to public health in England’ (BBC News Sept 2016)
‘Children spend only half as much time playing outside as their parents
did.’ (National Trust Survey 2016)
‘Outdoor recreational spaces are the foundation stone for an active, healthy
nation.’ (Lord Coe)
Next time you use
your local outdoor
space, don’t take it
for granted.
Consider how lucky
you are to have this
on your doorstep
and how important
it is to look after it
well.
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How can we help you?
The OPFA advice service is wide
ranging and varied. No question is
too silly or too small! Just some of
the practical ways that we can
help you include:

 Site visits to give on the spot
advice about playing fields or
playgrounds, including facilities
for toddlers and teenagers
 A regularly updated series
of information sheets covering a
wide range of topics (see page
10 for full list)
 Support and advice on new
projects such as a new children’s
play area, pavilion or sports
ground
 Advice on skate park and
wheeled sports facilities
 Advice on teen facilities

 Guidance on standards and
legislation affecting play and
sporting facilities
 Local examples of other
successful projects, with local
people to contact
 Advice and information on a
wide range of suppliers and
manufacturers
 Regular networking and
training events
 Identifying funding opportunities
 Advice on consultations
 Project management advice
 What to do if your local playing
field is threatened with
redevelopment
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 Advice on managing a
charitable playing field
 Maintenance and inspection
information
Contact us for help and support on
01295 817662 or
oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com
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Planning issues for new
play areas

TREVOR STEWART
PLAY EQUIPMENT

If you are a parish or town council, who own
the land and it is already designated
recreation space, you would normally only
require planning for play structures that are
over 4m high. Exceptions to this rule may be
if your project site falls in a conservation
area, or if there are particular local issues
that require planning consent. If you are not
a local authority, such as a playing field
management committee then it is likely you
will require planning permission for your
project. In all cases it is advisable to check
so you are not faced with any nasty surprises
further along the line.

Helping to make your
play area safe
If you are looking to refurbish your play area
and you have experienced issues with antisocial behaviour, or you are looking to
provide new facilities to try and alleviate any
possible issues, it is advisable involving the
police from an early stage. Your local Police
Community Support Officer (PCSO) will know
the site and be able to offer the benefit of
their experience. It is also worth consulting
the Crime Prevention by Design Advisor. It is
their remit to design out potential crime in
any new developments and they will be
able to help you to review your design and
ensure that it does not cause any problems.
Some examples of the kind of things to
consider are:


Ensure that you do not position
equipment where people could either
see into local residents’ gardens, or use
this as a means of access.



Do not put bins by fences where
people could use them to climb over
and gain access.



Consider installing closed bins so that
rubbish cannot be removed to used to
set a fire.

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment
RoSPA inspected & approved
Designed to meet your needs and built to meet
all current standards.
SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING,
GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC.
Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground?
NO PROBLEM I can build on that!

TREVOR STEWART
4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON
CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE

TEL 01869 340660
Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk

Amenity Forum GetMoving
Campaign
This seeks to improve awareness of how important and
essential weed, pest and disease management is for
maintaining safe, healthy and fit for purpose amenity
spaces, such as parks and sports grounds. The campaign
highlights the issues that playground and playing field
managers need to be aware of. There are also resources
to download from the Amenity Forum website. http://
www.amenityforum.co.uk/getmoving.html
http://getbritainmoving.uk/
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Funding update
Persimmon Healthy Communities (PHC) is a new
funding programme for sports. It supports amateur
sport for young people in England, Wales and
Scotland.

Oxfordshire Community Foundation have made some
changes to the grants that they distribute. There are
now 4 distinct grant programmes. These differ in scale
and scope of the kind of applications they are looking
for and who is eligible to apply to them. The small and
From May to December 2017 PHC is giving away 30
vital grant programme is aimed at volunteer led
monthly donations of £750 each to purchase sports kits
community groups who are doing important grassroots
and equipment for teams and individuals aged 21 and
work. Grants of up to £1500 are available for groups
under. In January 2018 the 30 Persimmon businesses will
that have an annual income of £100,000 or less. These
choose one entry to go forward into a national
are to cover minimal costs or components of projects
competition. The national prize is £200,000 for you, your
and must be spent within 10 months of receipt of the
club or team. There will also be two runners up prizes of
grant. Projects that meet one or more of the following
£50,000 each and 27 finalist awards of £5,000 each.
outcomes are more likely to be successful:
https://www.persimmonhomes.com/healthy
Reduced isolation
communities



Support for vulnerable people



Increased access to services

As of May 2017 Biffa Award will no longer fund sporting
facilities. This includes but is not limited to: cricket nets,
floodlights, bowling greens, other pitch groundworks.
Sporting clubhouses or pavilions are still eligible but only
if the building can demonstrate regular use by the
wider community beyond the sports club or team. Biffa
Award will still provide funding under the Recreation
theme to projects that transform open spaces for the
benefit of the community, providing them with more
opportunities to become involved in recreational
activity. Examples of projects that fall under this
category are green spaces, woodland walks, play
areas and community gardens.
Biffa Award awards grants of between £10,000 and
£75,000 to projects that are within 5 miles of a Biffa
Operation or 10 miles of an active Biffa landfill site. In
addition your project must be within 10 miles of any
registered landfill site. The Biffa Award website has a
postcode checker to enable you to check whether
your project is eligible.



Improved health (physical, mental or emotional)



Improved community cohesion



Increase in beneficiary training, education,
accreditation and employment



Increase in qualifications and skills



Increased employability



Improved economic wellbeing



Reduced crime, violence and anti-social

http://www.biffa-award.org/

Oxford City Council has just approved setting up an
online lottery, to help fund voluntary and charity
groups. The council hopes to start the lottery in 2018.
Players will be able to choose which cause their ticket
supports. It is hoped that the lottery will raise £60,000 a
year.

Changes to Biffa Award funding

behaviour



Promotion of safer communities



Improved access to volunteering

For more information on this and the other grant
strands, see http://oxfordshire.org/grants/
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TOE2— Oxfordshire’s independent environmental funder
TOE2 welcomes applications for funding to its main grant scheme; most grants are up to £5,000.
Projects are invited to apply that;



Promote and improve biodiversity



Support Oxfordshire’s Low Carbon Agenda through encouraging energy efficiency and the sustainable
use of renewable resources in community facilities



Improve access to green spaces and the countryside

TOE2 also has Third Party Funding available.
If you are applying for funding from an Environmental Body in Oxfordshire and require up to about £5,000 as the
third party funding contribution, we would be pleased to hear from you.
Third party funding can be provided for projects which:



Are located in Oxfordshire



Fall within 10 miles of a landfill site and are eligible for Landfill Communities Fund (LCF) funding



Are seeking funds from an Environmental Body that distributes LCF funding in Oxfordshire; this could be
WREN, Viridor Credits or Biffaward.



Fall within at least one of TOE2’s funding areas (biodiversity, access to green spaces and energy
efficiency/renewables)

The final application deadline for this year is 4 September.
For further information: www.trustforoxfordshire.org.uk
@TOE2_Oxon
01865 407003
admin@trustforoxfordshire.org.uk

An example of a recently funded projects from our main grant scheme:
Sustainable Blewbury has created a community orchard in the village. 47 trees have been planted with full
protection against deer and rabbits. The planting process was a true community effort with a large number of
volunteers involved. A party will be held on the site, to which all villagers will be invited . A management plan is
being prepared to ensure the site is effectively maintained. The project has benefitted from lots of volunteer
enthusiasm and support
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Active Spaces; a new funding programme

If you are looking to protect your local green space for generations to come, and also have some ideas for
how to get your community more active, this new fund might be for you.
Active Spaces is a UK-wide programme that is working to secure recreational spaces in perpetuity and support
communities to get active. It is funded by The London Marathon Charitable Trust and will be delivered in
partnership with Fields in Trust (FIT). The aim is to help the most inactive communities to make the most of their
local outdoor spaces, whilst ensuring that those outdoor spaces are protected for future generations to come.
The programme will secure 50 new Fields in Trust protected sites across the UK and help increase participation
in many different physical activities on local parks, playing fields and green spaces. Each site will be offered
delivery of a physical activity project on-site to the value of £5,000 to serve local needs and target identified
groups of inactive people.
Sites and projects will be selected following an assessment which will include impact potential and whether
matched funding has been secured to increase project value. Projects will be subject to monitoring and
evaluation reporting and will run during 2017 and 2018.
The Active Spaces Fund is intended for programmes on a newly protected Fields in Trust field (2017 onwards)
that directly aims to get inactive people in a community more active. Inactivity in this programme is defined as
being those individuals doing less than 30 minutes of moderate physical activity per week. Landowners can opt
to select a programme to be delivered on the site by one of the Active Spaces national partners, to the
equivalent value of £5000, or apply to deliver a programme themselves or via a local delivery agent.
The site must have come through the 2017 protection and activation programme and a Deed of Dedication
on the site must be executed, or a binding commitment received that this shall be executed. If the Deed is in
progress then FIT will still accept your funding application, however no fund monies will be released until the
Deed is completed. Applications should be made by the landowner of the FIT field. Applications can be
supported by local user groups such as sports clubs and Friends of the park. If it is not the landowner leading on
the programme delivery then a supporting statement from the landowner. will be required.

Examples of what could be funded include:



Fitness bootcamps



Jogging introductory sessions



Walking football/cricket programmes



Outdoor fitness equipment coaching programmes



Other sport taster sessions

One-off events and projects which have already started will not be eligible for funding.
The deadline for applications to be considered in the first round is 7th July 2017.
www.fieldsintrust.org/activespaces
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Finmere Celebrates New Playground
The village of Finmere opened its new playground this
month, after just under a year of planning, fundraising
and constructing the new children’s play area.
“It is really terrific and symbolises what is good about
living in English villages today,” said Councillor Barry
Wood, Leader of Cherwell District Council who officially
opened the playground on 17th June. Finmere Parish
Council member Steve Trice thanked the playground
committee members who worked hard to bring the
idea of a new play area to life. “Usually these things
take years and years to fundraise. It is a credit to
Operation Playground that they delivered this in a
year.”
Operation Playground was formed in June 2016 in
response to calls from the village for a new children’s
play area. Consisting of around 10 local parents, the
group was set up as a sub-committee to the Village
Hall and Playing Field Management Committee, which
is itself a sub-committee of the Parish Council.

Proposed site

Operation Playground worked very hard to convince
the people of Finmere (and beyond) to part with their
money. There was a village Bake-Off, a fireworks night
sweet stall, Christmas carol singing, collection tins in the
pub, leaflets that shamelessly begged for donations, an
online funding site, contributions from local businesses
and a share of the £1,000 gained by collecting green
tokens in Brackley’s Waitrose.
The Village Hall and Playing Fields Management
Committee had already raised £1300 towards a new
park so by January 2017 the mission was
accomplished. Operation Playground and the villagers
of Finmere had raised over £5,000 more than enough
to secure the grant. At the same time the playground
committee had been asking local children to tell them
what kind of equipment they would like to see in the
new play area. Zip wires, spinners, nest swings and
climbing frames were the most popular items.

Operation Playground

Playground contractors visited the site with a range of
options for the committee to evaluate. After careful
consideration the group opted for equipment and
fitting by Wicksteed, who not only offered a highly
competitive price, but guaranteed that installation
would take just a few weeks. This ensured that the
project stayed on schedule to receive its grant funding.

The first step for the Operation Playground Committee
was to seek funding for new playground equipment.
Like other local play areas in Hethe and Stratton
Audley, the group looked to the Landfill Communities
Fund for a potential grant. Despite the local Finmere
Landfill Site having been closed due to a fire in
February 2106, its operator Opes Industries had already
paid £36,500 in to the LCF and encouraged Operation
Playground to apply for it. The application was made
to grant awarding body GrantScape just two months
later in early August 2016 and by the end of the month
the group learned that its application was successful.
But there was a catch. In order to secure the £36,500
funding the group had to make a contribution of 11%
of the total within six months of the award date.
Furthermore the playground had to be built and paid
for within 12 months. The clock was ticking.

Village volunteer
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Finmere celebrate new playground—continued
In celebrating the opening of the new play area
Operation Playground said it had been overwhelmed
by how supportive other community groups had been
towards the project. The Friends of Finmere School
Association (Fosfa) let the group join their bonfire night
to sell sweets and glow sticks; the Parochial Church
Council kindly let Operation Playground join in with the
village fete. The Red Lion in Finmere hosted many
meetings as well as keeping a collection tin on the bar.
And the Parish Council, and the Village Hall and
Playing Fields Management Committee were
incredibly supportive.
“One of the highlights of this past year was seeing the
huge number of villagers turn out for the fence building
days. It was just brilliant to work together and make
improvements in such a short space of time,” said
Emily Ackland, committee member of Operation
Playground who also thanked her fellow committee
members for their dedication. “Perhaps the biggest
thanks have to go to all of the members of Operation
Playground who have worked tirelessly to make the
playground happen. It might have been a lot of work
but it has also been a lot of fun and we are so happy
to be able to celebrate the new park today.”

Some of the new equipment

www.finmerepc.org/villagehall
Blog: https://mumsmodulus.com/2017/05/14/
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Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils
Training session
Local councils and charities: roles and
responsibilities
Wednesday 18th October 2017
Civic Hall, Britwell Road, Didcot OX11 7JN
10am – 12.30pm

(Registration and refreshments from 9.30a.m.)

This training has been devised to answer some of the questions we are frequently asked about charities, the
relationship between the parish council and village charities and the different types of trustees. Topics covered
will include:



What is a charity?



The roles and responsibilities of trustees



The different types of trustees – sole, custodian, managing etc.



Conflicts of interest between councillors and trustees and how to avoid them



The role of the Charity Commission and other sources of advice



The new charitable incorporated organisation (CIO) legal form of charity



Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association and Community First Oxfordshire, Village Halls Adviser will each talk
about their organisation and the help they can offer charities.



Examples of joint working between parish councils and charitable trusts

Tessa Hennessy, solicitor, specialises in charity law and social enterprises with a wide range of clients in the third
sector.
This event is planned to support a better informed working relationship between local councils and trustees of
local charitable assets. We hope that councillors will be accompanied by a trustee from their local charity such
as the Village Hall or Playing Field as appropriate.
Commencing at 9.30am for 10.00am and finishing by 12.30pm the cost is £35 +VAT for delegates from an OALC
member council. Representatives of trustees which are members of OPFA, CFO or are accompanying an OALC
member pay the non-member rate. Non-OALC member councils will be charged £70 +VAT for each delegate.
Tea and coffee and a briefing pack are included in the cost.
The booking form can be obtained from the OALC website and the OPFA website.
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THE BOOKING FORM, FOLLOWED BY PAYMENT TO OALC
INFO@OALC.ORG.UK AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BUT CERTAINLY NO LATER THAN 6 TH OCTOBER
2017. IN THE EVENT OF A CANCELLATION AFTER 6TH OCTOBER 50% OF THE BOOKING FEE
WILL BE RETAINED

Please note that unless a minimum of 30 delegate bookings are received by the above date the event will not
take place, in which case all booking fees will be returned in full.
OXFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
Town Hall, Market Place, Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 0EG
Telephone: 01491 838555

www.oalc.org.uk
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Email: info@oalc.org.uk

Helping communities make
good space for sport and play

Colin Sanders

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no.
304398). We work across Oxfordshire.

Business Innovation
Centre,

Mewburn Road,
Banbury,

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with
disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and
recreational facilities, including children’s play.

OX16 9PA
The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able
to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice
service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor
recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from
you.

Phone: 01295 817662

Web: www.opfa.org.uk

E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com

Information sheets available
OPFA has many information sheets
on different topics covering all
aspects of outdoor recreation
provision. We have recently
produced a new one on Pitch
Maintenance.
The full list of information sheets is
opposite.
Please contact OPFA if you would
find any of them useful. We
continue to produce information
as the need arises, and also have
access to a lot of information from
our partner organisations.





















Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee
responsible for the management of land.
Maintenance contractors
Pitch Maintenance
Accessible Play Areas
Accidents
Balls Walls
BMX Info
Playground Fencing and Gates
Funding Opportunities
Playground Inspections
Managing Charitable Playing Fields
Maintenance Contractors
Playground Notices
Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility
Problems with Dogs
Project Plan – Play Area Development
Project Plan – Skate Park Development
Risk Management and Risk Assessments
Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines
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