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The long hot days of summer 

Our local outdoor spaces for sport 

and play are no longer green, 

and have slowly been turning 

brown in the current long spell of 

hot and dry weather that we 

have been experiencing. This, 

following a winter that was often 

wet and very cold, has had a 

large effect on many of our local 

playing fields, and with limited 

resources, it is not easy to 

maintain them under the current 

conditions. 

Laurence Gale the editor of TurfPro, a weekly briefing for the groundscare industry, 

wrote the following in a recent edition, and OPFA thought it may be useful reading 

for our members. ‘Many grass root sports clubs and local authority pitches will be 

at the mercy of this weather. With many pitches becoming bone hard and dry, 

with most grass browning off and going into a dormant stage. For these clubs it is a 

case of grin and bear it until we get some much needed rainfall. However, there 

are some turf management steps to help reduce drought stress, such as changing 

cutting heights, use of organics, wetting agents, spiking regimes and effective use 

of water whilst it is available. Early, preventative action is critical, as there are 

limited things you can do once the drought is underway. Try and keep as much 

grass cover as possible, raise the height of cut by a few millimetres. Control warm 

up and training activates by rotating them around different areas of the pitch to 

reduce wear. 

Ensure you cut the grass with sharp mowers, leaving a clean cut. The use of plant 

growth regulators (PGR) can be a useful tool to help the plant combat drought 

conditions. PGRs will slow the plants growth thus reducing the need to cut so often. 

However, a programme of growth regulators is not cheap 

Depending on the soil type, some pitches will dry out at different rates; sandy soils 

will be very quick to dry out, whereas clay soils retain moisture and are more likely 

to help sustain plant growth over a longer period. There may be a need to cancel 

games if the pitches become too hard. However, grass is a very resilient plant and 

will recover quite quickly once it receives adequate moisture.’ 

For further reading visit  http://www.turfpro.co.uk/  Turf Pro are interested in 

publishing interesting playing fields news stories. Please get in touch with Nicole 

O’Donnell at OPFA if you have a news story. 
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The OPFA advice service is wide 

ranging and varied. No question is 

too silly or too small! Just some of 

the practical ways that we can 

help you include: 

 

 Site visits to give on the spot 

advice about playing fields or 

playgrounds, including facilities 

for toddlers and teenagers 

 A regularly updated series 

of information sheets  covering a 

wide range of topics (see page 8 

for full list) 

 Support and advice on new 

projects such as a new children’s 

play area, pavilion or sports 

ground 

 Advice on skate park and 

wheeled sports facilities 

 Advice on teen facilities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Guidance on standards and 

legislation affecting play and 

sporting facilities 

 Local examples of other 

successful projects, with local 

people to contact 

 Advice and information on a 

wide range of suppliers and 

manufacturers 

 Regular networking and 

training events  

 Identifying funding opportunities 

 Advice on consultations 

 Project management advice 

 What to do if your local playing 

field is threatened with 

redevelopment 

 

 

 

 

 

 Advice on managing a 

charitable playing field 

 Maintenance and inspection 

information  

 

Contact us for help and support on 

01295 817662 or 

oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com 

How can we help you? 

 

 

Sport England relaunch 

Club Matters: 

 

Sport England has recently relaunched the Club 

Matters website.  

The new website brings together all of the 

previous support for clubs: Club Leaders, Help 

for Clubs and the Clubmark website - which 

should be a huge help to those involved in 

running a sports club. 

The updated layout is intended to make 

navigation more straightforward, as well as 

making new content like the Club Natters 

podcast and upcoming online training videos 

easier to find. 

https://www.sportenglandclubmatters.com/ 
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Funding update 

O P F A  N E W S L E T T E R  S U M M E R  2 0 1 8  

Localgiving has teamed up with 

the Postcode Community Trust to 

provide grants of £500 to small charities and 

community groups through the Magic Little 

Grants Fund. Grants are available for projects 

that deliver engaging physical activities, 

which help to overcome barriers to 

participation. 

The fund is open for applications until 31st 

October 2018. As part of the grant, 

organisations who are not currently members 

of Localgiving will also be awarded an 

annual Localgiving membership, worth £96, 

https://localgiving.org/what-we-do/magic-

little-grants/ 

 

Postcode Local Trust  gives funding for 

projects that are seeking to improve their 

local area. Outdoor projects related to play 

areas, green spaces, sustainable energy and 

conservation are eligible to apply. 

Grants of up to £2000 are available for 

constituted voluntary groups. Registered 

charities are able to apply for up to £20,000  

Local authorities, including town and parish 

councils, are not eligible to apply. 

The grant awarded mustn’t be less than10% 

of the total project cost. 

Stage 1 will  be open for expressions of 

interest between August 1st - August 15th  

2018. 

http://www.postcodelocaltrust.org.uk/ 

 

 

TREVOR STEWART 

PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment 

RoSPA inspected & approved 

Designed to meet your needs and built to meet  

all current standards. 

SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING, 

GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC. 

Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground? 

NO PROBLEM  I can build on that! 

TREVOR STEWART 

4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON 

CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE 

TEL 01869 340660 

Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk 
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Guidance on line marking of pitches 

The FA has produced some guidance, (Guidance Notes on 

Line Marking of Football Pitches 2017-2018) available on its 

website, on the main governing factors that affect the marking 

of white lines on pitches. The 3 that must be followed are the 

same as for any other routine tasks in the workplace: 

• Duty of Care—under the Health and Safety at Work Act 

1974, every employer has a duty of care to ensure that the 

workplace is safe for employees, contractors, visitors, players 

and spectators. 

• The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH) – to prevent ill health as a result of 

exposure to any hazardous substances in the workplace. 

• Risk Assessment—assessments must be carried out on all tasks in the workplace in relation to the nature of 

hazard, worst outcome, person (s) at risk, current precautions, estimated risk and further precautions taken. If this 

is correctly carried out it will ensure that an appropriate material is applied using best practice and ensuring the 

safety of groundsmen and players. 

If contractors are used to do the line marking then a specification should be drawn up based on the FA 

guidelines, to include all of the safeguards outlined. It could also specify the use of a particular product.  

 

The guidelines give details of suitable line marking compounds, machines that can be used to carry out the 

work, and the use of herbicides to reinforce line markings. It is the duty of playing field managers to ensure that 

regulations are adhered to. They are responsible in the eyes of the law. 

 

Sport England: Groundsmanship for Sports Clubs 

Sport England has published an online resource for sports clubs called ‘Groundsmanship for Sports Clubs’. It 

provides valuable support for volunteers, coaches, club officials and the ‘hands-on’ groundsman. The resource 

includes advice, images and videos to help those at grassroots level to look after their sports grounds and 

maintain their pitches. 

The resource is split into sections on 

 Understanding the basics 

 Football 

 Cricket 

 Rugby Union 

 Rugby League 

Topics covered include health and safety, tasks and equipment, materials, seasonal management, the latest 

news, and a ‘live’ diary of issues that have arisen which may impact on groundsmen looking after their local 

pitches. 

http://www.groundsmanship.co.uk/ 



 

6 

Middleton Cheney Parish Council  New Play Equipment 

Project 2017/18 

Val Furniss, Clerk/RFO to Middleton Cheney Parish Council writes about their two play area refurbishments, 

which OPFA gave advice on and supported throughout. 

Middleton Cheney is a large village of c.4000 inhabitants. The Parish Council understood the importance of 

delivering exciting and challenging play areas for the younger members of our community not only for the 

current ones but future generations.  However, they also recognised they needed advice and help on good 

designers and manufacturers of play equipment.  This is where we have been extremely pleased with the help 

and assistance received from Nicole (representing OPFA). She showed good project management helping us 

to strike the right balance between protecting children from risks but allowing them to reap the benefits of 

general play.  We were told good play provision aims to offer children the chance to encounter acceptable 

risks as part of a stimulating, challenging and controlled learning environment. 

OPFA helped with building evidence of what our community wanted; the age range we were aiming at; what 

that would mean when it came to choosing equipment; ensuring we covered all abilities and, importantly for 

the Parish Council, how to keep the costs down both on purchase and future refurbishment!  Nicole  did an 

excellent job and we would like to thank her for the hard work and dedication to the project.  

As the project progressed and from comments during the consultations, we recognised the youth needed 

facilities for them.  This age group normally have a poor choice of leisure activities and space to have fun in 

any village.  Therefore, some of the equipment Nicole suggested has covered this age group and we are 

getting very favourable reports from parents and carers. 

The play areas we now have bring different age groups together and foster interactions between all ages, 

bringing ‘A sense of community’.  For some children, a place to make friends is recognised as being an 

important experience in building their confidence and social competence.   With OPFA’s help, via Nicole, we 

have also encouraged physical activity.  Our young people are learning how to manage risk, testing 

themselves and exploring their own abilities. This inevitability fosters their resilience. 

In order to achieve all of this needless to say we needed to raise funds.   Again, we have appreciated the 

support shown by Nicole not to mention her innovative thinking in achieving those funds.  Grants were obtained 

from Tesco Bags for Help, South Northants District Council and London Marathon Charitable Trust. The Parish 

Council also made a contribution.  

To sum up, this project has improved: community cohesion, health benefits and outdoor play for children of all 

ages and abilities – all topics that were overriding from the consultations we held initially. 

It hasn’t stopped – Nicole has also been committed in ensuring the Parish is given help since the installation and 

shared her time and vision for the future – to sum up: “A valuable member of our team” 
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Middleton Cheney—Key learning points from the project: 

 A detailed consultation is very important; it forms the backbone of any funding applications as it 

provides evidence of need to the funder and shows you are serious about your project. It also enables 

you to give a much better brief to the supplier, and ensures that all quotes you get are working from the 

same starting point, meaning that you can compare them more easily. 

 Get a minimum of 3 quotes from 3 different suppliers. 

 Consider timings; through no fault of their own, the Parish Council ended up having to close the play 

areas over some of the summer holidays. This was obviously far from ideal and led to issues with young 

people trying to use the equipment before it had passed its post installation inspection. 

 An independent post installation inspection must be carried out before the equipment can be opened 

to the public. 

 Keep residents informed – the village was updated via Facebook, in the parish newsletter, on the parish 

council website and in the local paper. Residents were also given the opportunity to view the final 

design from the preferred supplier. 

 Ensure you agree at the start of the installation exactly who is responsible for each stage, such as 

watering any new turf. 

 Ensure that the installers do not put swing seats on until just before the post installation inspection. They 

prove too tempting to try and use. 

 

 

Cricket Renovation Seminar 7th August 2018  

Dennis and SISIS are running a free cricket renovation day seminar  on 7th August 2018 at Cheltenham College. 

Those wishing to attend are encouraged to register soon to avoid disappointment. 

The event will be a mix of indoor presentations and outside practical demonstrations, with plenty of time built 

into the programme for networking with fellow groundsmen. There will also be a number of high profile, well 

respected industry sponsors in attendance offering support and advice.  Attendees will be able to attend two 

practical sessions; one on end of season renovations and the other on aeration. The day will end with a 

question and answer session with the panel of experts. 

Attendance is free and a complimentary lunch will be provided.  

To register your interest contact Roger Moore at Dennis & SISIS on 01332 824777 or email Roger 

on roger.moore@dennisuk.com 
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OPFA has many information sheets 

on different topics covering all 

aspects of outdoor recreation 

provision. We have recently 

produced a new one on Pitch 

Maintenance. 

The full list of information sheets is 

opposite. 

 

Please contact OPFA if you would 

find any of them useful. We 

continue to produce information 

as the need arises, and also have 

access to a lot of information from 

our partner organisations. 

 

Colin Sanders 

Business Innovation 

Centre, 

Mewburn Road, 

Banbury, 

OX16 9PA 

Phone: 01295 817662    Web: www.opfa.org.uk    E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com   

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no. 

304398). We work across Oxfordshire.  

 

 

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with 

disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and 

recreational facilities, including children’s play.  

 

 

The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able 

to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice 

service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor 

recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from 

you. 

Information sheets available 

 

 

 

 Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee 

responsible for the management of land. 

 Maintenance contractors 

 Pitch Maintenance 

 Accessible Play Areas 

 Accidents 

 Balls Walls 

 BMX Info 

 Playground Fencing and Gates 

 Funding Opportunities 

 Playground Inspections 

 Managing Charitable Playing Fields 

 Maintenance Contractors 

 Playground Notices 

 Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility 

 Problems with Dogs 

 Project Plan – Play Area Development 

 Project Plan – Skate Park Development 

 Risk Management and Risk Assessments 

 Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines 

Helping communities make  

good space for sport and play 


