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On 2nd December 2017, OPFA hosted a training session for volunteers inspecting
playgrounds. The 4 hour session included a practical section outside in the play area,
teaching delegates how to inspect their play equipment, as well as a session indoors
in the warm, learning about the responsibility of playground managers and the legal
requirements they must meet. Feedback from those who attended was very positive.
All delegates received a certificate of attendance.
OPFA will put on another session later this year, as long as there is enough interest.
Please contact Nicole O’Donnell on oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com to register your
interest.

Project Management and other new OPFA
services
OPFA members will shortly be receiving a leaflet in the post detailing the additional
services that OPFA now offers—please look out for it!
We are working hard to diversify the services that we offer in response to the need
that we have recognised in our county. We understand that changing times and
pressure from housing developments mean that parish councils and recreation space
managers are now facing a new set of
challenges. These include ensuring that
facilities are adequate for an expanding
population and therefore making the most of
developer contributions. OPFA can help you
to navigate this minefield and put a robust
case in place for the facilities that you need.
We can also act as the project manager on
playground installations and other facility
improvement projects.
Please look out for the leaflet, and do get in
touch if there is an area that OPFA can help
you with. To receive a copy by email please
contact Nicole on
oxfordshirepfa@gmaiil.com
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How can we help you?
The OPFA advice service is wide
ranging and varied. No question is
too silly or too small! Just some of
the practical ways that we can
help you include:

 Site visits to give on the spot
advice about playing fields or
playgrounds, including facilities
for toddlers and teenagers
 A regularly updated series
of information sheets covering a
wide range of topics (see page
10 for full list)
 Support and advice on new
projects such as a new children’s
play area, pavilion or sports
ground
 Advice on skate park and
wheeled sports facilities
 Advice on teen facilities

 Guidance on standards and
legislation affecting play and
sporting facilities
 Local examples of other
successful projects, with local
people to contact
 Advice and information on a
wide range of suppliers and
manufacturers
 Regular networking and
training events
 Identifying funding opportunities
 Advice on consultations
 Project management advice
 What to do if your local playing
field is threatened with
redevelopment

Oxlease Play Area in
Cogges, Witney
OPFA recently acted as the Project Manager
for the final part of the new playground
refurbishment on Oxlease in Witney. The project
was the brainchild of a young local resident,
who approached the Town Council to ask to
improve his local play space. The project came
to fruition after hard work by the Cogges
Meadow Community Group, who did the
consultation, fundraising and design of the
space. OPFA became involved part way
through and worked in conjunction with Witney
Town Council to completion. The play area was
officially opened in October 2017.
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 Advice on managing a
charitable playing field
 Maintenance and inspection
information
Contact us for help and support on
01295 817662 or
oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com
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Funding update
The Greggs Foundation is currently accepting
applications from local not-for-profit organisations that
have a Greggs shop in their region and need funding
for an environmental project that benefits their
community. Grants of up to £2000 are available.
Preference is given to projects which include one of
more of the following:



Improves the local environment.



Insures involvement of local communities.



Delivers a sustainable and measurable
difference.



Supports people in need.

The Good Exchange is an online community that
automatically matches eligible applications for
charitable funding with funders, donors and fundraisers.
The Good Exchange will also claim Gift Aid on behalf
of applicants (rules apply) and funders also have the
opportunity to match fund donations to projects. The
Good Exchange will automatically add a 5%+VAT fee
to the target amount, which will be recouped on each
transaction. The fee is applicable only to funds raised.
https://thegoodexchange.com/

Grants can cover the purchase of equipment, sessional
salary costs, purchase of trees/plants, small capital
projects and learning activities. Although any not-forprofit organisation can apply, preference will be given
to small, locally based and community led
organisations with a turnover not in excess of £300,000
per annum. The first 2018 deadline for applications is 9
March 2018.
www.greggsfoundation.org.uk

The Garfield Weston Foundation funds local charities
across the UK. To celebrate the Foundation’s 60th
anniversary they have launched an additional grants
scheme that will be open to applications from 5th
January to 30th June 2018 exclusively – the Weston
Anniversary Fund.

Biffa Award gives grants of between £10,000 and
£75,000 to recreation facility projects that are within 5
miles of a Biffa Operation or 10 miles of an active Biffa
landfill site. In addition your project must be within 10
miles of any registered landfill site. Sporting facilities are
not eligible. Biffa Award applications are a two stage
process. The next board meeting will be held in June
2018. Deadlines for 2018 are:

This is a Capital grants scheme to provide new or
improve existing community facilities. Applying is a
simple one-step process. It is open to UK registered
Stage one deadline: Midday 28th February 2018. Stage
charities, Charitable Incorporated Organisations (CIOs)
one applications received after this date will not be
places of worship and state schools with a total income
considered until the next available Board meeting.
under £3million
Stage two deadline: Midday 28th March 2018
Grants range from £30,000 – £150,000 and the total
http://www.biffa-award.org/news/deadlineproject cost must not exceed £300,000
information
https://anniversary.garfieldweston.org/westonanniversary-fund/
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New playground for Hanborough, West Oxfordshire
Jon Gammage, Parish Clerk, writes about the recent
playground refurbishment in Hanborough.
The existing playground, while serviceable and safe to
use was reaching the end of its life. In September 2015
the parish council arranged a meeting with parents
whose children used the existing playground to see if
there was interest in forming a working group to
design and fund a new playground. An enthusiastic
group responded and organised themselves to look
at designs and costs, and secondly to look at
fundraising. Facebook and Twitter groups were set
up. The Parish Council supported the activity but it
was driven by the parent led group.
The group met prospective contractors and got
designs, and consulted on these with the children who
used the playground and with the local
school. Ballpark estimates of £100,000 were gathered
as a target for fundraising.

In March 2017 the funding target was reached and
quotes formalised for approval by council, who
then placed the order. Soon after placing the order it
was agreed to move the site to a new area so that the
existing area could be used for future school expansion
if required.

The fundraising group, helped by the Parish Council,
prepared applications to grant providers. The Parish
Council submitted the grant applications as they are a
formal organisation rather than a voluntary group. This
also enabled the VAT to be reclaimed.

Developers of new housing in the area, who generally
want to have good relations with the local community
even if their houses are not universally welcome, can
be a good source of help. One developer agreed to
clear and prepare the ground for the new site saving a
considerable amount. They also agreed to install new
paths to the area. Another helped out later when we
needed turfing doing at short notice as we were let
down by the original contractor.

The first grant applications were submitted in January
2016. The Parish Council made grants to the project to
‘seed’ the grant applications as necessary. The first
grant award of £500 was awarded in March
2016. Although a small amount, it was a big boost for
the fundraising group. There were some
disappointments too, Big Lottery refused the project
and the group reviewed their approach to grant
applications as a result, strengthening the community
involvement and consultation side of applications.

The playground was installed in Autumn 2017 and
opened in November 2017. The old site was
immediately dismantled and removed.

In the end, grants were awarded from 8 different
organisations adding up to around £80,000. The
remaining £20,000 came from the Parish Council ,with
much of it from S106 developer contributions. The
group also organised local events to raise cash.

Sadly we do have poor drainage in some areas of the
new site. We were advised by the playground installers
at the start that the area would be OK, but in
retrospect we should have got a proper drainage
survey. We will complete drainage works in the near
future.

The Parish Council acted as the ‘banker’ for the
project; funds raised were held in the parish council
current account but ring-fenced for the project. They
also managed all the grants to ensure that any
conditions and timings were met and also that all of
the grants were collected. The latter may sound
obvious but some were a long time after the grant was
awarded due to the project duration.

There are also some additional things to finish off
including new bins, picnic tables and signs.
The key to the success of this project was the group of
parents and a good working relationship between this
group and Council.
The project opened up an area not well used before
and has been well received locally.
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Amenity Forum Updating
Events: ‘Meeting the
Challenge’

TREVOR STEWART
PLAY EQUIPMENT

The Amenity Forum promotes the safe and
environmentally friendly use of pesticides within
the UK amenity sector. It is running a series of
Updating Events at venues across the UK. The half
day events are free to attend, although
delegates are required to register in advance.
The aim of the sessions is to address topical issues
of interest and relevance to all involved in the
amenity sector.
Locations and dates closest to Oxfordshire are:
Stoneleigh 6th March
London 14th March

Bespoke Wooden Play Equipment

Reading 21st March

RoSPA inspected & approved

Cold Ashby, Northamptonshire 29th March
This year there will also be three events within the
programme especially designed for grounds staff
and greenkeepers and hosted by Forum members
the Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG) and the
British and International Greenkeepers Association
(BIGGA). Dates and venues are yet to be
confirmed but will take place at locations in the
North, Midlands and South.

Designed to meet your needs and built to meet
all current standards.
SAFETY SURFACING, FENCING, LANDSCAPING, SEATING,
GAMES WALLS, FITNESS TRAILS ETC.
Got a slope or an awkward shaped piece of ground?
NO PROBLEM I can build on that!

TREVOR STEWART

For further information email
admin@amenityforum.net or visit

4 HOLLIERS CRESCENT, MIDDLE BARTON
CHIPPING NORTON, OXFORD, OX7 7HE

http://www.amenityforum.co.uk/events.html

TEL 01869 340660
Email: trevor@tstewartplayequipment.co.uk

How do I find a reputable playing field facilities supplier?
OPFA is often asked to recommend suppliers. The need to remain impartial means that we cannot
recommend specific suppliers, although we are aware of suppliers that have been used across the county. If
you are looking for a supplier for improvements to your playing field facilities, the Sport and Play Construction
Association (SAPCA) is a good place to start. SAPCA is the trade association that represents businesses
committed to raising the quality standards of all sports, physical activity, recreation and play facilities that
are designed, built and maintained across the UK. For a full list of suppliers visit their website. If you are looking
for a play area supplier, similarly the Association of Play Industries (API) is a good place to start. The API is the
lead trade organization for the UK play sector. API's accredited members are experienced, professional play
experts who design, install and maintain high-quality equipment .
http://www.sapca.org.uk/list-of-sapca-members
http://www.api-play.org/api-member-details/outdoor-play-equipment-manufacturers

6

Helping communities make
good space for sport and play

Colin Sanders

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association is a registered charity (no.
304398). We work across Oxfordshire.

Business Innovation
Centre,

Mewburn Road,
Banbury,

Our aim is to ensure that people of all ages, including people with
disabilities, have access to good quality local outdoor sport and
recreational facilities, including children’s play.

OX16 9PA
The OPFA is the only non-commercial organisation in the county able
to provide a comprehensive and impartial playing space advice
service for local Oxfordshire groups. If you are working on an outdoor
recreation project in your community, we would love to hear from
you.

Phone: 01295 817662

Web: www.opfa.org.uk

E-mail: oxfordshirepfa@gmail.com

Information sheets available
OPFA has many information sheets
on different topics covering all
aspects of outdoor recreation
provision. We have recently
produced a new one on Pitch
Maintenance.
The full list of information sheets is
opposite.
Please contact OPFA if you would
find any of them useful. We
continue to produce information
as the need arises, and also have
access to a lot of information from
our partner organisations.





















Terms of reference for a Parish Council Committee
responsible for the management of land.
Maintenance contractors
Pitch Maintenance
Accessible Play Areas
Accidents
Balls Walls
BMX Info
Playground Fencing and Gates
Funding Opportunities
Playground Inspections
Managing Charitable Playing Fields
Maintenance Contractors
Playground Notices
Planning and Providing for a Wheeled Sport Facility
Problems with Dogs
Project Plan – Play Area Development
Project Plan – Skate Park Development
Risk Management and Risk Assessments
Playground Legislation, Standards and Guidelines
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